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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 



HE: 



o 



0 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



Mr. Tol_Ron 

E. A. T»mm_ 
ftr. Cl«gg_ 



Mr. Glavi£J 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. NicholT 

Mr. Roienj 

Mr. Tracy] 

Mr. Caraoii 

Mr. Cof f e«| 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramef^_ 
Mr. McGuUe_ 
Mr. HarboJ 



Mr. Quinn Timm 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neaie 1 

Min Beahm 

Min Gandv 



Attached hereto is photostatic material concern- 
ing the captioned matter obtained X >y the Washington Field 
Office from the files of walter-'Steele of thtf'National 
Republic Magazine. This material was made available gratu- 
itously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the Bureau by 
letter from the Washington Field Office dated August 27. 
1942. 6 9 



Respectfully, 




K. R. Me Intire 
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HKilILMDER FOLK SCHOOL, COM OF 
m n TIME OF WORLD CRISIS, 
WILL HELP WITH IKCRE1SISG EFFECT 






4 31 



These Friends Join with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for 
Democracy Which is Hastening the Winning of the War and Making Greater 
the Likelihood of a Just and Lasting Peace 



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

Mrs Hugo Black 

Mrs. Mary T. Norton 

Chairman, Committee on Labor, 

House of Representatives 

Miss Hilda Smith 

, Consultant on Labor Education, 

Federal Works Agency 

Elbert D. Thomas 

Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor, 
U. S. Senate 

Clifford Durr 

Federal Communications Commission 

Virginia Durr 

National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 

Roger Baldwin 

American Civil Liberties Union 



Mrs. Harry M. Gershon, Atlanta 

Frank P. Graham 

President, LJniversity of North Carolina 

A. D. Henderson 

President, Antioch College 

Dr. Lilian W. Johnson, Memphis 
Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University 
Margaret Lamont, New York City 

George Marshall 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 

Mrs. George Marshall 

Wilma McFarland 

Editor, CHILD LIFE 

Carey McWilliams 

Chief, Division of Immigration and Housing, 
California 
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James B. x Carey 

Secretary, C. I. O 

Mrs. Ethel Clyde, Huntington, New York 
William F. Cochran, Baltimore 
George Edwards 

Member City Council, Detroit 

Mrs. Edith Field, New York City 
Dr. George Guest 



Lucy Sprague Mitchell 

Bank Sueet School 

ReinholiVNeibuhr 

Union Theological Seminary 

Jam^sJG. Patton 

Ph^feicknt, National Fanners Union 

MiCHAELxjtfRAiGHT, Washington 
Alva W. Taylor, Nashville 
Mrs. Helen W. Wilson, Bethesda, ML 
George N. Mayhew Vanderbilt University 



Past President, Society for Pediatric Research 

Mary Dublin Key Ce&j&ng, Washington, D. C. __ 

U~J~ r K~lT- ilV f;LL INFORMATION CONMISED 



& INDEXED 









8KIUKITS (IF TM VElltS M TUB HR IMFSTR1IL SOFTS 

1932 ^hool opens its doors in November on 40' acre mountain farm. • Classes are held for 
people of Summcrfield community. • Beginning of tenyear program in home area. 

1933 First ser > es of annual residence terms for union leaders. • Field program begins with 
assistance to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee. 

^34 Library begins sending packages of books to union halls. • Field program in Knoxville. 
' / Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school. 

1935 Staff and students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. • 
_ ALU SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at 

school: first conference of the kind in the south. • Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in 
• Study groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers. 

1936 TV A outlines reforestation plan for school. • School broadcasts to England, via BBC, 
program of ballads, workers’ songs, stories, dances. 

'(937 Making of "PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS," film on the work of the school. 

• Staff membcis loaned for textile and shirt 'Workers organising drive. 

1938 First annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Com- 
micree: community improvement work combined with study of the south. • School organizes 
Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. • School assists 
in setting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE. 

1939 First of yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems. 

• Music director edits "LABOR SONGS" for Textile Workers and leads mass singing at union's 
national convention. • Antipoll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtle of Grundy County. 

1940 Mrs. Roosevelt meets with staff and students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at 

\ school for worker student. • Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Summcrfield Cooperative, 

i * Workers’ education conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A. 

Secretaries. 

1941 1'ieio programs in New Orleans, Memphis, Clinton, Tennessee. • Staff teachers are discus^ 
sion leaders in United Auto Workers' first southern educational conference. • Traveling library 
circulates a thousand books in Grundy County. 

1942 Third and fourth Junior Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. • Pub- 
hcation of "UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM," an analysis of year long field program in New 
Orleans. • Founding of research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni. 

• Completion of 1 8th regular residence term for union students. 
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© AN UP AND COMING DEMOCRACY is not possible with only supine, uncritical carrying out 

of orders -from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer- 
cisc, by all, of the rights of citizenship. Willingness for sacrifice will be common only if there is 
common confidence that the benefits of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of 
group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy's 
preservation and growth. 

® For ten years HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a 
training program for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the 
south. Today that program is increasing the yield of the south's production lines, clarifying the war 
reasons and objectives, making more certain the creation of a better future for the common man. 



® FROM THE VERY BEGINNING the school’s teaching was limited to the immediate need* and 

interests of the students. 

„ > discussion class in child psychology grew out of problems facing community parents. 

A class in cultural geography came from informal’inspection of some European snapshots: the 
Tennessee mountain folk, many of them rare travelers even to so near a city as Chattanooga, found 
their own customs and conditions full of meaning when contrasted with those of foreign peoples. 

P ission of the Presidential election paved the way for a class in political analysis, whth study 
of the pull tax as it affected class members, the south, the nation. 

Teachers and students traveled to observe first hand a bitter strike in the coal fields. 

The handcrafts native to the region were revived and stimulated: chair making, whittling, pot' 
a ry, s oilt making. A cooperative farm garden was started. Unions were formed among the timber 
v'uttc' and load workers. The workers studied the principles and techniques of unionism, learned 
of their opportunities and rights restored by the New' Deal. Education for use, for action, 

& THE SCHOOL HAD A HARD BEGINNING. Gradually, through the efforts of Rcinhold Neb 

buhr. Aha Taylor, Sherwood Eddy, Frank Graham, people began to hear of it Financial *i’ppor» 
increased until contributions were 
ci.-mir.g irom all over the country. 

Some were large; most small — a 
J: T . dve, ten, twenty. The school 
. then, and has continued to be, 
mi tn Live expression of its contrite 
utors’ creative ideals. 

"One of the most important so- 
cial educational projects in America," 
wri ite John Dewey. 

VAdur Rautenstrauch, noted in- 
jLL-trjai engineer: “J have found two 










TwnwVmM^ 



m ym \Mm 






v: ■ ^ fc.*^ • ;i*i**«w 











( 

^ . . . 

factors working for advancement in 
the Tennessee Valley area . . . 
through the TV A this section's phys' 
ical capital is being developed; the 
Highlander Folk School is building up 
the social capital. The educational 
movements of the Government and of 
the Highlander Folk School are laying 
the foundation for a higher type of 
civilization and a greater culture than 
this nation has ever seen." 



e THE SCHOOL'S WORK in its home community gave it a lasting relationship with the people. 

The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement took staff members into the field as teachers 
and organizers. Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now, 
between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem' 
phis, Alcoa, New Orleans. 

These field programs meant a tremendous increase in students. Last year, for example, 475 
young men and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninety 'three per cent were active union 
r presidents, stewards, committeemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High' 

l-’nder alumni are to be found everywhere in the south's industrial war effort — key fighters not only 
. . haivL f^r production now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial 
democracy. 

o KiGHLASDER FOLK SCHOOL and its NATIONAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE faith* 

1 ' "e achievement of age is not important. There is constantly increasing demand for the serv- 
woidi the school is uniquely equipped to render. Ten years of experiment have proved the 




"r.‘ .md support in cH branch*'? of labor. Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, confident 
•-nerar.) is more thar/tcu’ c cntial. At present it cannot meet the growing demands of the 
... 'r.u. more funds. Will you help the school with your moral and financial support? 



t - ^ £ ; join the liberabmindcd citizens above in supporting one of America’s most important 

' ’ for democratic education. Please accept my jpkdgf 0 ””* 10 * 1 j °J $ 

l idise send me further information about the school Q 

' * 'd>;' Address 

\ City and State I„ ’ .LvUSH* 3 . 1 *! 



- ™^ 5 s.nsn”.r..... 

ton. Treasurer, HighlandIsr FolkJJchooiJ \ 
MSMgle, Tennessee 7n. X 
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SAC, Knox Till# 
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IK I HI<?»UaKJJ*R POLK SCffOOLj 
IHT3WFAL SBCU&ICT - 0. 

D**r «lr i 



, Slndl/ r«f«r to my lottor of OctoW 33, 
M43, wd ftdrtso ly rotura adl vhct action y*i h*r* 
t£0r« in coapllonst with my r#<jue»t» oont&U*4 thero- 



Tour# truly. 



John Bdcar Hoo?or 
Eirtatcr 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 






Deleted under exemption! s) 
material available for release to you. 



Jj.c 




7J> 



with no segre gable 



n Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I i Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

i i Document(s) originating with the following government ageney(ies) 

, was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agoncv(ies); 

_ ... . _ _ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reasoidst: 



i i .For your information: 




Tho> following number is to.be used for reference regarding these pages: 

TnhiziT ” IA.Q . . .. 



XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/DOJ 




that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled b y the committee 
of theAmericai^e^i^ State of Tennessee, had been turned over 

to the American Legion* 



American Legion or 

of Tennessee, vas contacted regarding the aforementioned file, and 
advised that this file had been misplaced, and al -though he had mad< 
attempts to locate it, he had met with negative results; however, he indi- 
cated that the file was outmoded and contained very little information sub- 
sequent to 1939. 




On °ctober26 i 1943, contacted 

by Spocia^^nt (A) fl^HB and at that time, a list was furnished 
to Agent mHH^of those^personswho had attended the Tenth Anniversary 
lelebratqoi^o^the Highlander Folk School, held at L'onieagle, Tennessee, on 
Sunday, Oc^^er 25, 1942* T’ds list is being retained in the files of this 
office. HBreported that there was very little activity of interest during 
the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses vrere made, except one 
by Dr* ALVA VfrVrAYLOH of Nashville, Tennessee, this address being very little 
more than a sermon. 



^HHfurther informed that he had learned that the Extension 
School, sponsored by the Highlander Folk School, is presently in Atlanta, 



Georgia, and expected to remain there for a period of five or six months. ‘ 

Reference letter of W. A, MJPiPHT, Special Agent in Charge, 
Knorrville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, 1942, advises 
that after reviewing the file of instant organization, the Bureau has 
stated that further active investigation of this school is not warranted, 
and that outstanding leads should be covered immediately, in order that 
this matter may be brought to a logical conclusion. 

In view of the above facts, no further investigation is 
contemplated, in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the 
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of 
any change in the control or policy of this school which might indicate 
its connection with subversive activities. 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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JFrfcrral fiurrau of fnurati t 



Enitpfc States Brpartmrnt of 9usitrr 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
December li*, 19b2 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ 

Washington, D. C. 71185 

n 

. HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Lear Sir: 

Reference is made to the Bureau letters 
of October 25 , 1S1# and of December 7, 19 61-7511. 

This is to advise that in accordance with 
Bureau instructions, the file of this case tos reviewed, at which 
tine it was ascertained that there were outstanding leads for the 
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago and New Orleans Field Divisions. On 
November 26, 191*2 s letter was directed to these offices requesting 
that this case receive immediate attention in ordeR that it might 
be brought to a logical conclusion. Arrangements have also beon made 
vrhoroby current literature of the Highlander Folk School will be 
received by the Knoxville field Division. 



It is anticipated that upon receipt of 
), reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will 

/ be carried in a closed status, and information furnished to the 

I' Bureau regarding current activities from time to time. 

. *v 

f \jC' There is being enclosed herewith a mimeo- 

r > '* .. graphed sheet entitled ".'a search Department, Highlander Folk School,” 

which is self-explanatory. 

\ c ^ lours truly. 






RE SEARCH DE PARTMENT 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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To meet the responsibilities placed upon It by the imXt 
Highlander Folk School recently set up ft Research department 
for its alumni, organisers and union members: in the South, 

The purpose of this Research Department is to put out material 
with interpretative information on labor legislation and 
government agencies in pamphlet and outline form; to serve as 
a news exchange center between different locals; and to contact 
union officials and union members individually about some of 
their own 'problems as affected by the war, • 

We have just published a short pamphlet on labor-management 
committees. Its real value is demonstrated by the enthusiastic 
response we are receiving from both government officials and 
union members. Ur, Reginald Raymond, War Production Board, 
wrote us, "Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply 
appreciated. It is frank and cogent,* 

A district. director ©f the United Steel Workers* ordering # 
*a number of copies, wrote, "(Your booklet) contains excellent 
material and I believe it will be of great value to us.* 

- Upon general request, we are now sending out simplified 
charts and outlines on government agencies of importance to labor 

on which unions are or can be represented outlining the stops 

that should be' taken to obtain labor representation. To these 
activities we plan to add the mailing of up-to-the-minute 
newsletters to those who request our services, as well as to 
our extension workers and educators in the field* 



. The Research Department is Highlander' s latest development. 
Its successful beginning encourages us to build up a research 
service can call at any «... ^ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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»ebe ral Bureau of ImipBiiyannn 

llnttrd §tatPB Brpartmrrtt of luattrr 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
January 29, 19^2 



Director, FBI 



HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




Dear Sirs 

In compliance with the Bureau’s desires as 
expressed by letter of December 7j I 9 I 42 , 61-7511* the 
auxiliary offices receiving copies of .this letter are re- 
quested to complete pending investigation and submit EUC 
reports in the immediate future in order that this case 
may be brought to a logical conclusion. 




YCAutAT 

61-12 

CC - Louisville 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Chicago 
New Orleans 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .. 
DATE BY 



k ^cordcd 
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ifr&rral Bureau of Smirsttgatfon 

Mrttfcb Statra Bcparttmtit of Hustle* 

633 Federal Building 
Louisville, Kentucky 

February 12, 1943 



Director, F.B.I. 



J 

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Dear Sir: 



In connection with an investigation of the above cao- 
tioned institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertained as a 
result of interviews with two individuals who attended the High- 
lander Folk School, s uaner session in September, 1942, that re- 
marks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to 
t.ju eifect t hai^.j^^^h^gllkl-in D. Roosevelt was a contribut or to 
the school. 

advised it v;&s stated in class that Mrs. Roosevelt contributed 
to the school. and would be in attendance on the last day of session 
Jpril 13, 1942, 



1 ■WPWWMPPIIWIIWWWIWWIWIIIWIIWI III II. — 

January ko, 1943 in an interview’ to ascertain information concern- 
ing subject organization that Mrs. Roosevelt offers a $100 scholar- 
ship for subject organization each year. 
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i Sf buy — f s Proved 

*8 APR 25 196) 
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Very truly yours, 



O- "/ / 



HERBERT K. MOSS 
Special Agent in Charge 



kICORDJEL ^ 

f l 



pro n 




L * 






71179 



x FEDERAL BUREAU CF H$VESTI3ATI0H 



. 



ORIGIN: KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 



LVLE. FILE 61-42 



Louisville, Ky. 2-13-43 



/ 



10-14-42-1-22, 
r 23, 25, 26, 27-43 



'70 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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Group of Louisville labor union members attended ■ session 
of Highlander Folk School September, 1942 at Monteagle, 
Tennessee. iilLES HORTON recruited these students on his 
visit to Louisville in summer of 1942. Interview s with 
these union members reflected the general opinion that 
the subject organization is dominated by CIO influence i» 
• and teaches radicalism similar if not identical v?ith fj 
CoiXi’unism. Names of teachers and labor organizers who 
vis ited subject school are set forth. N otebooj^a ddres ses 

j set forth for information of int ere sued field 
mbs. Residents of Honteagle, Tennessee distrust 
subject organisation. Local CIO Financial Secretary at 
Louisville favorably impressed by subject organization. 
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DETAILS: In referenced report the names of several local union mem- 

bers v;ere sot forth indicating that they had attended the 
summer session of the Highlander Folk School at Henteagle, 
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Baltimore, Maryland 
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HIGHLANDER FOIE SCHOOL 
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CHARACTER OF CAM 

INTERNAL SECUROT - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




Inves tigation reflects | _ 

not presently engaged 
ommunist Party activities in the Balt Lao re 
Field Division* No criminal record* 
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REFERENCE I Report of Special A^ent 
I Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Report of Special Agent 
I Baltimore , Maryland* 




dated December 30, IRAl, at 
dated March 21, 19U2, at 



DETAILS I 










al Surwu of Inucattga lam 



Mmtct) Stairs Brpartmrnt of Uuztice 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
March 15 , 19U3 




Director, FBI 

Re: %GHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the 
Bureau dated January 29, 19i*3, f indicating that a closing report in 
the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as all out- 
standing leads are covered. 

This is to advise that the offices receiving 
copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case 
outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report 
will be submitted# 





cc - Boston 
Chicago 
New Orleans 



Very truly yours. 
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this case originated at KNOXVILLE $ TENNESSEE 



rii_e NO. 61-12 



RIPORT MADE AT 
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DATE WHEN MADE 
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PERIOD POR 
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REPORT MADE »Y 

WILLIAM A. MURPHY (SAC) AT 
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HIGHLaKDSK folk school 


CHARACTER OF CAES 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



As leads outstanding in Charlotte and 
Chicago Field Divisions relate more to 
individual activities on the part of per- 
sons previously listed as lecturers and 
on mailing list of Highlander Folk School, 
and do not relate to the activities of the 
school itself, investigation being closed, 
since there is no proof of Communist con- 
trol or domination in the conduct of the 
school, although there are many indications 
of liberal if not radical interests in it* 

- C - 

R'B'DPEKCE; Bureau letter dated 10-2J-^2, Bureau file 

61-7511* 

DETAILS: A review of the outstanding leads in this case 

reflects that they relate more to determining 
the present activities of persons who at one 
time or another may have been either lecturers or recipients of corres- 
pondence from the Highlander Folk School, rather than to any activity on 
the part of the school itself. It is considered that further investigation 
of these leads is not warranted at this time. 

The Charlotte and Chicago Field Divisions 



may therefore RUC their files in^he 
this report* 
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The Bureau by letter o^Qctobei^3, 19^2 
in reviewing the sunsr.ary report of Special Agent Knoxville, 

Tennessee, dated September 12, 1942, advised that wnS^concIuaed that 
the investigation failed to reflect Communist control or domination 
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Mont eagle, Tennessee, 
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests 
in it. 

The Knoxville Field Division will maintain 
contact with informants in the vicinity of Konteagle in order to be 
kept advised of any change in the control or policy of the school, as well 
as its activities, officers and sponsors. 

At a meeting of £he Executive Council of the 
Highlander Folk School held at Monte agle March 26, l£+3 $ the council 
recognized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis required the school 
to intensify its activities "in behalf of democracy." The meeting of the 
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official 
publication of the school in the following editorial* * 

"Members discussed the work done in the Summer- 
field Community by the school — -work which continues to have widespread 
results even though many of our neighbors have left for the armed services 
and some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants. 

The school functions as a rural settlement house here in this Cumberland 
community and as a training school for labor leaders in its extension 
activities. 

Consideration was given to proposed recreation 
programs for Tennessee trade unions, ether subjects discussed included 
revival of the research and publications department when a suitable person 
can be found to replace Bills^lkuss, drafted; establishment of a nursery 
school demonstration project, and the setting up of a nation-wide Highlander 
Association to provide support for the school’s activities* 

Eva^Zhitlowsky reported that more than §70 of 
the necessary §200 had haen realized for the Bill But trick Memorial Cabin 
threugh the sale of Bili^ut trick’s pictura. IVhen sufficient money is 
raised, a cabin for boys will be built in memory of this young KFS teacher, 
who was one of the pioneers in Southern labor education, 

w Kiss Zhitlowsky also reported that Maria 

^^tenzel had made a trip to Knoxville when CIO unionists held the dedication 



- 2 - 




\ 



for the remaining two of Karia’s murals. These murals, commemorating 
the rise of the labor movement, now hang in regional CIO headquarters 
at Knoxville, 



S’ 

Carolyn f inkle stein reported that the great 
need of HFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work 
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program, 
h.t its highest efficiency, the office force can only raise money to equal 
one large grant, A committee was appoin' 



Council 

k. Christopher, JamesADombrowski, Kyi 
^awrence, Kar^^^wrance, Eva Zhitl ows" 



-ed to consider this matter, 

e/fibers were BillAcrawf ord, .Paul E, 
orton, Zilphia^iortqn, Alton 
and CaroljT^j^Lnkel stein.* 



This matter is being closed. on the authority 
of the Special Agent in Charge, 



- CLOSED - 
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Dear Ed: 

I am enclosing herewith all the 
material I have received in connection with 
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn. 

I mentioned this matter to you in the 
dining room the other day and you were good 
enough to offer to look into it for me. 



I would be grateful for any informa- 
tion you could give me. T.'ill you kindly 
return the enclosed material at your con- 
venience. 
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Assistant Attorn*/ Oeneral David 1. Baatlon 



February 21, 1 9kl 




Director, FBI 

/ ' TP- HIOHLAFr-fc FOLK SCHOOL ' r 

teC0RM» J /- >">7 - / 5* Z- 

Reference is made to ywr request of Hr* Edward A* Tanm under 
date of February It, 19L7> at which tlae you requested any information 
eve liable concerning the Highlander Folk School st ^ontesgle, Tennessee* 
The literature which you forwarded with your request has reviewed and 
photos U tic copies rad© for the completion of our file** 



For ycur confl 



For your farther confidential information, I as enclosing 
herewith a Eoa-orardum which suzunarises information contained in our 
flics concerning the Highlander Folk School as of September, 19lj2. 

There has been ro subsequent inf orffii tion received sinco 19-2 which 
w^uld change materially the information contained in that msaorandua. 

I am returning herewith the literature which was forwarded 
to you by the Washington Committee for the Highlander Folk School t2iat 
set out considerable information concerning the background and ac^.v£tie£. 
cf this school* 



Enclosure 
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February 21. 19h? 



Origin 

The Highlander Folk School which is located on the highway between 
Vonteagls, Tennessee, end Tracy City, Tennessee, was founded on e plot of lend 
donated by Lillian Johnson, Ph.D. In 1932* Or* Johnson came to Konteagls In the 
early 1920* s at which time she shoved a great deal of Interest In the community 

aF v>H a 1 r) fervnaisea rtY\ 4 m- weww neew V^niaaela eeneol o 1 tier f Ka 

V* 4VUMVWWW| v*«*vu AV ewveeww v VI ^ S4««a «w4W«§ev; vs»|fwv*v*<y 

school system end the public health of the community* She was very much interested 
in and attempted to help the underprivileged else* of people who reside in Grundy 
County* To this end she donated the tract of land which ie now used by the 
I Hi inlander Polk School. The two people she chose to establish this school were 
! Kyles Horton and Don Teat. Horton had been tho State Chairman of the Socialist 

0 Committee in Tennessee for the campaign of 1932, while Don Test was reported to 
openly state that he was a communist. 



incorporation under the Code of Tennessee Of 1932. This charter states that the 
particular purpose for which thie charter Is sought is the support of the High- 
lander Polk School adult education, the training of rural and Industrial leaders, 
snd general academic education. The incorporators were lories Horton, Elisabeth 
Hawes, Jaacs Doabrowski, Rupert Hampton, and Itelcolm Chisholm. 

Early Sponsors 



The aehool at its Inception wan supported by members ox the Socialist 
Party of national prominence, including Koraan Thomas. 

Aims and Purposes of the School 



In a pamphlet published by the Highlander Folk School it is stated 
that the school was founded * to provide an educational center in the South for 
the training of rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and 
I encouragement of the indigenous cultural values of the mountains Activities 
I oi the school have been primarily in tbs education of labor organisers. This 
»wuvvl has conducted six weeks courses known as the spring and fall terms. At 
these sessions workers who have been selected by their various unions are given 
courses in History, econonios, union publicity, parliamentary law, publio 
epp eki ng. dramatics. and are taught how to Organise a union, conduct union 



meetings , present grievances, here to cell and organise strikes and to effectively 
bargain with employers* The Highlander Folk School also conducts an extension 
program by sending various earn bars of Ate faculty to any union who asks for 
lirthsir services to help them put on s drive for new membership or to more 
affectively bargain for wage increases and better working conditions. 
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Attacks Hade on the Highlander folk School 

When the Highlander Folk School first woved to Monteegle, Tsnnssses, 
Ityles Horton, together with the others of the Highlander Folk School, was 
introduced to members of the cbsuminlty by Dr* Lillian John* on who asked that 
they help the* in their endeavors* The Highlander Folk School staff includes 
individu&le who are well educated end seem to have a sincere desire to help , * 

the people of the South. In this connection they, strongly followed the 
Gocialist-Ccouaunist united front program of the early 1930's. Host of tbs 
literature pasaed out by the school st that time was of s Socialistic natura. 

In connection with their program, however, they eoon developed s theory of 
using militant labor etrikee in an effort to solidify the workere in a common 
cause and to impress upon them the necessity of organising In order to gain 
the power of numbers. In this connection the school Issued pamphlets entitled 
} ’’"by We Heed the 00100." These pamphlets stats that there is always a conflict 
| between labor end capital and that what le good for the management and capital 
J must of necessity be bad for labor. 

The Highlander Folk School was also instrumental it* organising tha 
(Workers Alliance in Orundy County which was liter declared' by its president 
j and secretary, David Lasser and Herbert Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communist 
I r±x Ly. In connection with the Workers Alliance, Hyls* Horton, James Doabrowskl, 
‘and the Highlander Folk School faculty encouraged the eitdown a trike at konteagle, 
; : essee, in February, 1939* This strike was one of the factors which brought 

the growing resentment of the community to s head and it brought into prominence 
organization known as the Orundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the 
school and made every effort to drive it from the community. 



In the early fall of 1939 John ttcpougal Burns, a reporter for the 
riashville Tennessean, newspaper, visited the Highlander Folk School for 
approximately cne week at which time he also talked with residents in the 
co ;.muni ty ii an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or ' 
Communist controlled. Burns reported in newspaper articles thati the 
Highlander Folk School is the center for spreading Communist doctrines In 
thirteen outstanding states; that connected with its leadership are persons 
who have been charged with being Communists; its faculty spreads Communism 
,-n - sonde its alumni to labor organisations where they maintain contact with 
|! the* r alma mater and spread its teachings over a wide area; holds conferences 
let the school Ve tween regular sessions where it teaches Communist theories to 
h 1 filer leaders and others; it is a source of plays for use by "progressive" 
; i?hor groups, w> ich plays include Cosounist propaganda. 



2 



On Kovember 13, 191*0, * march on the Highlander polk School was averted 
by holding a meeting of the representatives of the Grundy County Crusader* end 
members of the faculty in a se salon held at Serenes University. At this time 
the Grundy County Crusaders hurled accusations at the Highlander Folk School, 
stating that it was a «hotbed of Communism. « James Doabrowski of the Highlander 
polk School faculty answered for the school and esplalned that the school was 
purely e labor school and stated that In the event that the crusaders could prows 
the school was Communistic, it would immediately move from the county. The / 

Grundy County Crusade re were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would 
indicate that the school was controlled by the Communist Party. 

Charter Members 

As indicated previously, the Highlander Folk School at its inception 
was founded by Myles Horton who was known to be a Socialist at that time and by 
Don lest who bad openly stated that he was a Communist. Don West was described 
in an article which appeared in the Daily Worker as a young mountaineer poet 
1 who became revolutionary and studied tfarx and Lenin for the purpose of 
organizing He gross and white farmers in Georgia. 

t Valcola Chisholm, a charter menfcer of this school, was killed fighting 

' with the Spanish LoyaliEts during the Spanish Civil *ar. 

Jwea Doobrowekl was a charter member of the Highlander Folk School 
£.nd a faculty member of the school until the spring of 19 U2 when fce rceigned 
Ms position to becos^ secretary for the Southern Conference for Humsn Welfare. 

; it hr.e been i eported that Tjombrowski has expressed himself as being in sympathy 
, the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolution was 
I -inevitable, and that the capitalistic system should be overthrown. Ee is also 
i i. ; or ted to have been a member of the Communist Party in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
ar:. i to have attended many meetings In that city in the years 1933 to 191*0. 

Dombrcwskl ie reported to be imbued with a philosophy of saving mankind and 
has been particularly interested in helping southern labor end attempting to 
improve labor conditions in the South. 

indications of Communist Influence 
in the P rogram of the School 

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School Indicates that 
. .o followed the Communist Party line to a certain degree. The school 

was organized at a time when the Communists und Socialists htfd a program for . 
united front organizations for persons who were di:> satisfied with the country’s 
, political end econoaic conditions. Kell-knotm Communists auch as Robert Hall of 
Ihirainghaa, Alabama, and Tad Wall man of Chattapooga, Tennessee, frequently visited 
[this school. The Workers Alliance was formed in Honteagle by the Highlander Folk 
School and the militant strike policy advocated by the C ommuni sts far the purpose 
I cf organizing labor was adopted by the school. It was during this period that James 
* i and Modes Horton were reported to have bean seen with Young Communist 

j i, C cgue in their possession and to have made statements which would Indicate 

{ their sympathy for the Russian for* of government. 




Liter* tar# received by and distributed by the Highlander yolk School, 
consist* of labor pamphlets And magazine*, Socialistic literature, And to *oa» 
axtent Coonunist literature. The Highlander yolk School is not believed to bav« 
passed out pamphlet* df the Coswauniat Party »*ch as literature protesting th*^ 
deportation of Bridges, freeing of Earl Browder, Ate., but has contented itself 
with providing publications such as "3oviet Power," "Coanunist Manifesto," And 
literature which present! the broad picture of UoKounism rather than that 
representing the various turnings of the Coaauniat Party Une* 

Endorsers of the Blghlandar Folk School 

fiany indivl duals of high government, labor, and social standing have 
aiiUOi'i.od this school from tia# to tine, including Mr*. Franklin B. Roosevelt, 

Ur 8 . Hugo L. Black, John L. Lewi*, Mr*. Harold L. Ickea, Sidney Hillman, and 
other*. 

To raise fund* for this school, Kyles Horton and others have spent a 
great deal of tine in the north trying to enlist the aid of prominent educator* 
and political figure*. This acbooltes also presented community program* and 
benefits in yonteagle in an effort to &ain the support of the local citizens 
as toll as to educate the persons in the surrounding coscnunitie*. Although th* 

| school has boon branded by many as Coaaiuniet, there ie no substantial evidence 
indicating that it Is controlled by the Communist Party. However, there *re 
I numerous indications that the school is liberal and radical and, therefore, 
opposed by conservative** 
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Office Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: March 18, I 9 U 8 



To : Director, FBI 
'Orom : SAC, Knoxville 
SUBJECT: LOYALTY 07 CrCn T 7nilIEl*T 2MPLCOE3S 



reference is made to section A of SAC letter 8 $^ 
dated March 2, I 9 I+ 8 . There are no recognized "Communist Front" 
organizations active within the territory of the Knoxville 
Division. The only three groups, suspected of Communist affilia- 
tion, which hare members in this district, are set out herewith. 

- a r\Q 

j 0 ^ — ‘The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the 

house Un-American Activities Committee pamphlet, lias its head- 
quarters for this area at Ea shvi lie . Tenne s use , within the Memphis 
district, and therefore no attempt will he* made by this office to 
summarize its nature , There is no local group of Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare organized and active in the Knoxville area, although 
there are a* few known members residing in this district. 

-vThe Southern ITegro Youth Congress has some members in ' 
Chattanooga but is not listed and has no organized group or 
activity in this area. On the possibility that this group may 
be affiliated with the national Hegro Congress and as this group 
has its headquarters for this area in Birrrnghe: ', Alabama, it is 
being assumed that the BiiTiirghrm office will furnish a sketch if 
it is proper. 
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. / Ore purely local group which might bo considered as a 

■ j "front organization" within this area is the^llighlander Toll: School 

at Monte a gle . Tcr ao s see . A thumbnail sketch of this school is " 
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RECORDED CORY FILED IN 




CONFIDENTIAL Loyalty of Govemnent Employees 
V/wi / \ ISioxville - I larch 13, 19^3 - 



HIGHL- aiLSR FOLIC SCHOOL 
1 lonte c-^le , Tenne s se e 



A . Knoxville 





1. Hot cited oy the House Un-American Activities Committee 




7*:; t V T. . T-F Pf-ftT* T W^J) 
RXiSTii JS W UNIFIED 

e-oftt ivhehje shown 
C'TilAK^ISE. 




Classified -5>?61 
OeciassilyVa: GASS 



CONfjSLixUAL 

U- 15 H- /3 3 



EM CLOSURE 



4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 



( ( 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



<2 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



0 ^ 



Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 






with no segregable 
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September 22, I 948 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -v 
DATE_o y^sL BY SPhST^jQ 



lour letter of September 9# 194S, has been received and the 
contents carefully noted, lour courtesy and interest in making this 
information available are indeed appreciated. 

I regret, however, that I am unable to comply with your 
request as this bureau is precluded from furnishing information to 
other than authorized sources through a long-standing policy pro- 
mulgated by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize 
the necessity for such a procedure. 



t.Hs’lHli 



100-33049-4 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



cc - Birmingham (wit^wo ihcoming) ■ 
Mobile (with copy\ ^f^ncdfcing) ^ 

New Orleans (with\<^64 Ji incoming) ' ^ 

Atlanta (with copyl o3S >> ^ 

Memphis (with copy^of 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: November 8, 1S48 



SUBJECT: ilG. '.LAUDER FOLK SCHOOL 

IM3HLJAL SECURITY - C 
(Bure du Fil$„lQ0-33e4S-4) 



^ It is noted that no 
copy of letter appears to have been furnished Knoxville, which 

office 5^cff^e of origin in this matter* 

A copy of letter is, therefore, being se nt Knoxville 

for information. The files of this office are negative as to 



Knoxville (end) 



i ; tif/ti &48 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x 
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1' I Document(s) originating with the following government agenevtiesi 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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FBI/ DO J 




isarch 2b, 15b? 



£AC, fcashington Field 

/■/- r 7 i r /f ' 

Director, FBI 

HIGI2A13SH FOU SCHOOL 
XNTEPJ&L SECURITY - C 

Bureau file .?61-7$H v - 

Tne Bureau ifl in receipt of a letter froa the Inuisville 
office dated Uarch 3. 19b?, aetting forth infonsation with re^m 
to the c abject orgwiwtion. The Lo^BvUle Utter, 
shich Is Attached hereto, advices that lts lettor ls ln recponae 
to a request received flron jh^shlnctonjleld Qffice.da^ 

Febr uary At ^, .t° tove WKE/tL—,.- 

f interviewed reg&raing 



Tho Bureau la not in possession of any information 
regarding the subject ar^niaetlon reflecting why this argoniaa- 
tion is of interest at this time* fhercfore,ilia requested 
tj-,at you advise the Bura&u as to reasons why that inquiry was 
&uie Office concerning the subject group. * 

A ttathpent 



cc: Louisville 

Your file £6l-b2 




I communications section ] 
Bailed 9 
* MAR 241949 P.M.] 

ftOMAL *U«L»LI OF IMYEgT<&A7IOA 

' i utRAj<r«£liT Of JuSTiC 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 




Office M.emorandum 



TO 

M 

SUBJECT: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, KNOXVILLE 

HIGHIAND2R FOIK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



% 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 3~9-^9 



Reference ie made to Louisville letter to the 
Director dated March 3* 19^9* 



Considerable Investigation has been conducted by 
the Knoxville Office In the case entitled "Highlander Folk 
School; Internal Security - C" (Bureau file number 61-7511)4 
This investigation disclosed no proof of Communist control 
or domination lay the conduct of the school, although there 
were many indications of liberal, if not radical, interests 
in it. MYIE£fJiQRTCN, Director of the school, is reputedly 
a Socialist and rune the school primarily as a training school 
for labor leaders. The school is ostensibly supported by the 
CIO. 

During the period in 19^1 in vhlch states 

•' 0 that he had conversation with an unknown individual at the High- 

lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, no investigation 
conducted by this office at that time developed any information 
that the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping 
equipment, or that they were in any manner engaged in such 
activities. 



As the incident referred to In referenced letter 
took place a number of years ago and, as before stated, inves- 
tigation at that time does not substantiate information 
furnished hy him now, the case is not being reopened at this 
tiirs9 and no further action will be taken by this office unless 
advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 



Should cal1 &t tbe Knoxville Office, 
as is indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be 
received, and any further information which he cares to offer 
will be duly recorded. The Indices of the Knoxville Office 
were checked with ne gative results for any previous references 
to | 

O'u 




| at 

6x1-12 

CC: Washington Field 

Louisville 



RECURDlb or i / / ^ 7 , r/A /3 rj 

if’OEXLD - b? F B I 

90 MAR 11 1949 

AI L INFORMATION OONTAINFn" P _ 



4-750 < 2 - 7 - 79 ) 



( 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 






Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 






Deleted under exemption(s) _L_T 

materia] available for release to you. 



/ 1C ■ ■/ 7 £> 



y 



with no segregable 



Ell Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



( | Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



t i Documents) originating with the following government agency* ies) 

_ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency (ies); _____ _____ 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s): 



j j .For your information: 




following number is to be used 

izisji-uE 



for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE<S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 



F8I/DOJ 




DO-8 











r^FicE of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE. 



ttos Secretary to J udge Pavia L. 
aacWneti' -Phoned . ^Haselon ~ 







Phone No.. 
Hour ji?: 



Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Mias Holmes, 
Mias 




REMARKS 

The secretary stated that JUdge Bazelon has 

. „ . j I • _L _ -L\. ~ 




inf orr.ation 

Y ; concerning this School . .1/ter checking, the 
L secretary was referred to Ur. Laugnlin , in Lr. 
Fletcher's office . 



Ur. Laughlin advises that files are being 
iv : iu.vv- checked'' and appropriate action will be taken . 









Yr^por-;? * ^ 






Office Memo^ndum • united stages government 

T0 * MR. H. B. FIST CHER ) / jCONFli^NTlAl,, DATE: February 10, *1950 



FR0M ! HR. L. L. IAUC-] 

61 






SUBJECT; 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



'f® „ 

Sr^ ,u 






^ A- 



Ey reference from the Directo r's Office I took a ^ ' 

telephone call at 12:50 P.M* today from ^ *u7 

said she is secretary to Judg^)avic^^£?a5eToi^!^h^j^r. - 
Circuit Court of Appeals. H^fl^H^^said that the Judge <»■»*_ 

lad received a letter from th^f^hiander Folk School in 1 

Ilonteagle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge wanctflp 
to know whether the Bureau had any information in its files 
regarding this institution which might be made available to him. 

I told^HB that I would look into this matter 
and call her back. 

Tne Bureau files shoYf that we have conducted an extensive 
investigation of the Highlander Folk School* On February 21, 1947, 
pursuant to a request made by Hr. Basel on of Assistant to the 
B J vector E. A. Tamm on February 14, 1947, we forwarded to Hr. Bazelon 
a : or annum summarizing information contained in our files as of 

September, 1942, pointing out that no subsequent information had 
boon received since that time which would materially change the 
data contained in that memorandum. 




The Highlander Folk School of Honteag'le, Tennessee, is 
ntioned in several places in the Dies Committee Report (Volumes 1 
sd 10 - 61-7582). However, the School has not been cited as being 



onmunistic . 

prrorhrn .117 A, 

In a statement made by Mr. Walter S. Steele before^ftifc 
pedal Committee on Un-American Activities on December 29* 1934, 

INDEXED 
Classified 
Declassify, 



feW 231950,, CQN jt)al 





Kkoadr^iH^ 



m 



( 



I f? 



a 






CONF&ENTIAl 



appears the following: 11 Of the other separate Communistic and 

radical 'theatrical 1 branches in the U.S. we shall mention: 

• (e) Highlander Hoik School Dramatics Club, its purposes, 
labor plays,” - / * .• 



ACTION: 

It is recommended that I be permitted to call j 
and tell her that the Bureau previously had submitted a memorandum 
regarding the Highlander Folk School to Hr. Bazelon when he was 
vd th the Department on February 21, 1947, and also to tell her for 
tiie Judge's information that while there are several references to 
this group in the Dies Committee Reports , it has not been cited 
by that body* If you agree till be so advised. 




■/7c, 
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&f# : ir.at. 

Swxj^ : ° H - - h "' L 

>MsvJ 7^)*-? ~ZZ*-tt^$U / <^L-»wyi , zzb*-*-; <^L- 
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L^Aj C^ — ' A cJbji <^ 

ou Cs&-~sr'- Ai orv-^-<-^>-<^” C£^vn^a> . 



^S-^r oSUL, 



l^c£ ztjj>3h a&Lacj rryfr cL^zt^ um^ML 
■fa c^S-^Z vQT^eCXZCfZv . £ 



RECORDED • 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . x 

DATE 4^& L BY Z£mL^ Z 



\kdw/-jii 

ZLi* 'V''^ 






^ . In event vm, 



ft In t . - — » your communication. 

; of interest to the^BI ™ ceiye additional d ata wh ioh 
the Special Agent in char* ls , sug « est ®d that you communi telieve to be 

*•"- “ »&>»S£2yi sb-««« ar** «*•«* «*» 

' le8na **» Louisiana. 

OC: SAC. Knbxvilla ftm+v. Tl 4 ^ .,'fi 



Sm’ ^ bX ^ e (mth copied 
AC, New Orleans (With co^ffe 



i (t ^ 'Ji ;.n 

ff incoming) ’ 1 

s incoming) 

c 0 f 



Rooa_ 



,, . . " 9 C W ^ incoming) 

•IIP 

information and DossiM* 



V ^".^Wshed for you 

retei" “* P ° SSible mure 




jru U p B| 



I John Edgar Hoover 
Director 







HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 



\ 




December 10, 1950 



Mr. Hu^i H. Clegg 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation > 
Y/ashington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Clegg: 

I was pleased to read from the International Labor 
News Service that you feel that the "success of 
communism" can be measured by the weaknesses of 
democracy* I am lead to believe by your analysis 
of the situation that you would approve the enclosed 
statement of policy of the Highlander Folk School* 



In the South people are often criticized who believe 
as we do here at Highlander that discrimination is 
incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told 
recently by one of your agents that the contents of 
the enclosed news release would be considered comm- 
unistic by a majority of Southern people. 






I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in 
the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official 
position of the F.B.I., and not the position implied 
by the activities of your representatives who have 
questioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes 
to the School. .- 



Y/ould you clear this matter up for me? 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED , 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE 




BY SEL 



C Hsjdw 



, 4 / 



s y u 




Myle^-^orton 
Director 
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Highlander Folk School for immediate release 

iionteagle, Tennessee 

Uonteagle, Tennessee . . • November 20, 1950 • . ."Our Christmas bells could 
be freedom bells if we dared include ell minorities in our circle of brother- 
hood," Uyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander 
Folic School, 

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing 
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 
and freedom bells echoing in dLstant lands could fill the troubled world with 
♦h rights of peace on earth and good will tward man," he said, 

"Highlander 's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of 
man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate In the cultural life of the 
community and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were 
told, 

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
place througi cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is 
limited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation, 

"The times call for an affirraatius program, based on a positive goal," 
-■><* Horton. "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scope 
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the anny of democracy would be so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic eould stand in its path," 

******** 

t /- 7 - r// - AO- 



C Q 

HXGHLANEER FOIX SCHOCL 
STATEMENT OF PUKPO®, PROGRAM AND POLICY 



Vfe reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
freedom to all; in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing human 
relations from the smallest community organization to international struc- 
ture; and permeating all economic, social, and political activities. 

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitle s all to 
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 
the community and to equal access to public services, 

V/e hold that democracy is inactive unless workers fre given a full voice 
in industry through unions; or farmers are given * voice in the market 
ol^ce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought end discussion is 
limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step 
must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act, 

V.’ith a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in 
tr -5 v.’ hether.it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly 

dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 
for democracy. Cur services are available to labor, farm community, 
religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal. 

'■ -F- -.'ture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 
•v.f students. 



, ; ,5 A the services of the School by individual organizations vdll be in 
• dmee with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
with the purposes the School. A staff member will assist in planning 
and coordinating all programs. 

-i.der Folk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned 
by the V aching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
■'if School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the 
**'■>. ** recognized Southern leaders, 

■mg’ lander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ- 
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition. 

Th° times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal. An 
uI - cf democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of 
the American people must be created. By broadening the scope of democracy 
to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every re la t ion - 

the *> rny of democracy would be bo vast and so determined thft nothing 
v'.-.r'.ttc could stand in its path, 

u ' rv .‘ roved by the Executive Council, April 3rd, 1950 




I 




Inasmuch as it was felt that it would be more desirable for this 
letter to be answered by Mr. Clegg over his own signature rather than to 
have an answer over the Director^ signature, -^memorandum was routed to 
Mr. Clegg on the afternoon of December 22, 1950, in order that he might 
prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of 
a reply by the Security Division. It was received on the afternoon of 
December 26, 1950, (after the Christmas holidays) by the Security Division 
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated 
the following day, December 27. 

On January 3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division, 
requesting that another reply be prepared for Myles Horton, this time deleting 
a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and 
the revised letter was approved and mailed on January 3, 1951. 
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STTAjfc^-O FOKM HO. 64 



Office Memo. 



Jandum • 



' C| 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 



(P 



THE DIRECTOR 

D. 



date: January 4/ 



HIGHLfetfDER POLK SCHOOL 
MYLE^THORTON, DIRECTOR 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 



ALL INFORMATION COMBAT 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , x 
DATE^pp . 

To explain , pursuant to your request, the dela^r in ^ 
answering the letter of Myles Horton, director of the Highlander^ 
Polk School 



PURPOSE 




DETAILS 



Under date of December 10, 1950, Myles Horton, who is the 
subject of a closed security investigation* wrote a letter to 
Assistant Director Hugh H, Clegg (letter and enclosures attached), 
asking Mr. Clegg to comment on a news release which set forth the 
aims and purposes of the Highlander Polk School. He further made 
reference to an alleged statement made by an Agent of the FBI con- 
cerning the news release# 

According to the various time stamps, the letter was 
received at the Bureau on December 15* 1950 (Friday)# It was 
received in Mr. Tolson's office at 4 ; 06 PM, December 18 (Monday). 

Mr. Clegg's office received it at 5:10 PM, December 19. It was 
received back in Mr# Tolson's office at 5*56 PM, December 20# 

It was received In Mr. Ladd f s office $t 6:15 PM, December 20 and 
was received by the Security Investigative Division (Mr. Belmont's 
office) on December 21, 1950, for handling. 

It was noted in Myles Horton's letter that he accused an 
Agent of making an improper statement and In order to clear up this 
item, SAC Robey of Knoxville was telephonically contacted at 11:00 AM 
December 21, 1950, and instructed to make inquiry among the Agents of 
his office to determine if any Agent had made the alleged statement* 
On the same day, while awaiting a reply from the Knoxville Office » 
a file review concerning the Highlander Polk School and Myles Horton 
was made. 



A teletype reply was received from the Knoxville Office 
at 5:21 PM, December 21, 1950, wherein the alleged statement referred 
to in Horton's letter was emphatically denied# On the morning of 
December 22, 1950 (Friday), a memorandum was prepared, setting forth 
background data concerning the Highlander Polk /and Myles 

Horton (attached), to which was attached ^yi^po/ed^neply-^o/^t j 
Myles Horton over your signature. ' rt **** 1 



Attachment 

61-7511 
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12-21-50 



5-2 1PM 



ATT.-- -INSPECTOR L.L. LAUGHLIN 



Mx. Glcr 



1/ 



Mx. Wichota - 
Mx. Hosen — . 

Mx. Tracy -r/T ; v 

f M— | 

^ Mx^Moh* — 



U 




, ^teagle^(/to' 



FBI KNPJWTLlE 
-©TRECTOR, FBI 

LETTER FROM MYLES HORTON /""HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR H.H. CLEGG, BUREAU. RE TELEPHONE CALL INSPECTOR 
LAUGHLIN TODAY. MYLES HORTON CONTACTED DECEMBER SEVEN, FIFTY BY SAS 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
BOTH AGENTS STATE 



AND 

WILLIAM WALTER REMINGTON PERJURY CASE. 




EMPHATICALLY THAT HORTON DID NOT SHOW THEM NEWS RELEASE REFER RED TO 
: s / IN HIS' LETTER TO MR. CLEGG__ DATED DECEMBER TEN LAST AND NO STATEMENT 
MADE BY EITHER AGENT THAT WOULD EVEN REMOTELY APPROACH HORTON-S 
■ALLEGATION. SIGNED STATEMENTS BEING TAKEN FROM AGENTS AMD BEING 





■;L*£.D Co/. r i LED IN/^W - //( A 
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standard form no. M 



Office Memorandum • 

to .• UR. A. H. BELMOn/^^^ 

FROM : m. L. X* XAW?5X^M- 

J 1ICHL/UDER FOLK SCHOOL 
SUBJECT: MYLES HORTON 9 DIRECTOR 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau File 61-7511) 



c/ 

kJ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



date: December 21 s 1950 



CUT in 

mo»u_ 



T«U. KOOB 

J called SAC Robey of Knoxville at 11:00 AM. today ^ 

and read to him the letter addressed to Mr. Clegg ' by Myles q <*** 

Horton , Director of the Highlander Folk School y Mont eagle 3 ^ 

Tennessee . I also dictated to Mr * Robey the press release 
attached to Mr. Horton’s letter to Mr. Clegg. 

Mr. Robey was instructed to make the necessary 
inquiry among the Agents of his Office for the purpose of 
identifying the Agent who s according to Mr. Horton’s letter $ told 
him that the contents of the news release which he enclosed with 
his letter would be considered Communistic by a majority of the 
Southern people . 

J requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter 
immediately and to furnish the Bureau very promptly with the 
results of his inquiry . 



Y 



\ 



\ 



LLL;mer 






JAN 19 1951 

1 



6C>APR2519&1 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date -^M by ^mh 






sn AliPART PXWM NO. 84 



TO 



: Mr* Ladd 




Office Memorandum • united states government 



from s j£r* Belmon^O 

SUBJECT^dL GHL\;®raK)IK SCHOOL 
MILS'.' 'ORTON, ETRECTOB 
INTEENAL SECUHITT - C 
Bureau file # 61-7511 



Purpose : 



date: December 22, 19^0 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 

date 4aM- bys^bM 




c£H> 






Telfc. hOOB_ 



To recommend that the attached letter be approved for 
transmittal to Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School, 

This letter is in reply to a letter v-riich Horton directed to Assistant 
Director H* H, Clegg at the Bureau, 

Details t 

Under date of December 10, 1950, Horton wrote the attached 
letter to Assistant Director H* H. Clegg* He attached a statement of :• 

'purpose, program, and policy of the Highlander Folk School which was X" 

approved by the Executive Council on April 3, 1950, and a press release 
of the school dated November 20, 1950. In his letter Horton indicated 
that a Special Agent of the Bureau had commented that the news release 
would be considered Communistic by a majority of Southern people* He 
contrasted the alleged statement of the Agent with the recent position 
taken by Assistant Director Clegg at the "New York Herald Tribune" 

• Forum* £" 



On December 21, 1950, the Knoxville Office was telephonically 
contacted and advised of the alleged statement made by a Special Agent 
of the Knoxville Office* Under the same date the Knoxville Office 
replied by the attached teletype that M yles Horton had be en c ontacte d 
on December. 2,.. 1950, by Special Agents 

in connection with the Y/illiam Walter Remington perjury 
case. Both Agents have stated emphatically that Horton did not show 
them the news release referred to in Horton’s letter to Assistant 
Director Clegg and no statement was made by either Agent that would 
even remotely approach Horton’s allegations. 

For your information the Highlander Folk School is the 
subject of an eight section Bureau investigation. This school was y 

founded in Monteagle, Tennessee and a charter of incorporation, under 
the Code of Tennessee, was taken out on July 31, 193U. The school 
at its inception was eupported by members of the Socialist Party 








losure 

tvab 





of national ^prominences In rinding Norman Thnmas* The school -was founded 
"to provide an educational center in the South for the training of 
rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and encouragement 
of the indigenous cultural values of the mountain*#" Myles Horton, the 
present Director was one of the original incorporators# A stu dy_of 
the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that the school 
f o 11 owed t he Communi s t Ifcrty_ line to a certain, degree * Lite rature 
received by and distributed by the school consists of labor pamphlets, 
magazines. Socialist literature, and to some extent Communist literature* 
The school is not believed to have passed out pamphlets of the Communist 
Party as such but has contented itself with providing publications such 
as "Soviet Power," "Communist Manifesto," and literature which presents 
the broad picture of Communism rather than that representing the various 
turnings of the Coimunist Party line* Many individuals of high Govern- 
I ment, labor and social standing have endorsed this school from time to 
' | time, including Mrs. Franklin D* Hoosevelt, Mrs* Hugo L. Black, John L* 

'j Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, and others. (61-7511-132) 




Horton was born July 9, 1905> at Savannah, Tennessee. The 
investigation revealed that no definite proof of membership in the 
Communist Party has been developed concerning Horton; however, there is 
considerable information reflecting his close association with Communists 
and having Communist sympathies* 

Reco mendation; 



It is recommended that the attached letter be transmitted 
to I^rton in reply to his letter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg* ^ 

JJ^LcU S cooW'A' cCu.U A#-1 

V lAOu e**\J 
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i - u.nu 

Ur • Vylc* Norton 
Director 

JJi^hlonder To lk Sohool 

'Jontecgle, Tenneooeo 

'■ • <$- 

'I ■' Dear Sin 

c 
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Thio will acknowledge your letter 9/ 
December 10 M 1950 • 

It has long been the eetabliehed 
procedure of thio Bureau to refrain from commenting 
on the statement of aima and purposes of cny 
organisation and , therefore t we cannot comment 
on the policies of your ochoolm 



With regard to the statement that you 
attributed to a Special Agent of thio Bureau ^ thio 
will advise that I have -checked with the two 
Special Agents who contacted you on December 7, 
1950 9 They emphatically deny that you showed then 
the news release or that they made any statements 
to you remotely approaching your allegation « 



\ 



V 

v > 

x 




V 



z 



a 



Very truly youro$ 



Hugh Sm Clegg' * 
/esietont Director j 




UtliHfcXOUU^ c 



Office l^emomndum • united states government" 



TO • UR • 2>. Um LARD 

from : A% Em 

SUBJECT: - HIGHLANDER FOL K SCHO OL 

Internal Security - V 



PURPOSE 



date: February 26, 1951 



To recommend that the attached letters to 
Roger^Baldwin of the^American Civil Liberties Union and 
to Peyton Ford be approved • These letters as they now 
read conform to the instructi ons of the Director which 
appear on the attached communications to these individuals 
previously prepared • 



The attached letters are being submitted for 
your approval • 



, The questions raised by the Director on your . 

memorandum to nim dated February 23, 1951, are presently 
being studied and the answers will be furnished to you 
immediately . / 



Attachments 






/ /XT UCJ -m[ 

U *pt»DEXED • loa r 1 ^ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ t( § 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , v ^Wjl 

dateJ^by^eI^ 



u 



XJV • >' T< ‘ 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 




V ' 0 

Sfoftmil Siireau of {nursfigation 
Ifnitrii §tatc» Brparfrmnf of Suetlcr 
fiSasliuigfoiY 25, B. 

February g 3 , 195 

JJ> <StT*=z^zhd CL 



:Sr * Roger K m Baldwin 
Chairman, Rational Committee 
American Civil Liberties Union 
170 Fifth Avenue 
'ea York 10, lew York 







ou^YletWr of Fel 



c 



Dear Rr* Baldwin* 

ym I . 

<> i -(j?i r . j t e "Vo u r\Tet t&F of February 14, 1951, 

.concerning the highlander Folk School, in which you referred 
•to the FBI conducting an inquiry into this school because of 
its interracial edit cat ion§ L f fc ough^— y n v b r i n-tyre $t>ed 

to know thet~~L heve a c&ref'il" ofheck made thuLs .mnt’ L e -r • 



This will assure youJJ^rdrno investi&rfTon hps btfen 
■ uct'bd cone erning the im^rrasial educational faciAiti/s 
\f the school you m entyrFned* Ye have^^^df course, hpfd o c/asion 
? o r : toctr^ores^ttui ves of this school on indipncual/cas es 
:/ ch as applih^Jfand security in ves ti oat ions. SThe p'yrpose of 
l '-e cpolicanp'Th^uir i es hag Seen to secure inform.a tiym at its 






s o urce for/qu idanb 
yplicajp’ts for appol 



\ cap'ts 



trgetft. 



: ernm ental agencies in cor sidering 



In ful Tilling our responsibility \ to protect the internal T t 
■security of\th s country the Fbferal Lureau\f Investigation is 
charged to investigate any indvu^dual upon rh-s^Fit ofevhbs tential 1 < 
information reflecting that 1 to be cncPi^ze^p in subversive £ 

activity. >>e nb^ve in thp^p tts^bcondihs^ed a lpmtt echynber of j. 

i ear it y investih^^J^Ysof individual regu ireafneuiry j 

ct the Jiichlan^r'yqlk School . I age in advise yw that 

. r ch i n v e stiqfciti o n s T\^r e not initiated on th^^asis that the i ( 

ind i v ijduQl was encapeuiiiinterj^ educational activi ti es- nor 
‘.'ns this n u es tion c onsi derlT^<fn^ any manner during'tke course of theg 
investigation* ^ Ss — ^ ^ 

^ —v owe ver ou r contpjmter^TYI^the s ch oo l h zme -g irth e r f' 

/been misunderstm&Tor have bep&Rea source of^ierr itation to $ 

i ,f r. ''vies Rsrfton. dir ect^p^of the s ch ool*^nc ve issued appropriate J* 

fxv.ue any dir ecjp^contccts with represents 



r r. Ryles Rprfton , 
istru^jrfons to'discj} 
s chool . 



> l VST 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN !$, UNCLASSIFIED^ 
um i L . oy£iM B Y5£p?g _) 



Sincerely yours. 







r~rr* ^ 










( 



Hr, Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 

Director , FBI 

HIGHL AIDER FOLK SCHOOL 

Information Concerning 



Reference is made Xo your two memoranda dated February rT> 
19, 1951, wherein you referrea^to correspondence from Uyles Horton J 
" irector of the Highlander Folk School, Uonteagle, Tennessee, and 




from Albert E, Barnett of the Can c 
University, Georgia, 



ler School of Theology, Emory 



ft 




With regard to the correspondence you received from 
f/yles Horton and your proposed drafts reply, I am returning then 
to you. In connection to your proposed letter to Ur, Horton , I 
cannot accede to the proposal of hay/lng our Agents conduct inter- 
views at the Highlander Folk School 

— of th e — ft rhna 7 j xrtes^At, The**) interviews — a r u f o F~~'l h e ntr 
f — r rU nn a non f iden tical — keh& fft nnd f itr-4>hcr~ disci oe ur-e—of 

i M-rr Tvr rtr u f j~ g vrk or— t he i denti ties of the indivi d uds—v-ndrr 

cash^c/i ac Er.*>Hor'&Qn, director 
of i \\cchSocl, 7*qs u\<*pubt^dly\£onfpsfd t\g pithy os e \f oh? in 
C lS' + -h \ t n 
furt? 

I have checked into this allecatt/on made by Hr, Horton 
. J I want to assure you that we have never investigated the 
"’■'■■.Jander Foil: School, any representative of the school, or 
■ ether individual on the ground that the Highlander Folk 
>?.■' r *> I or the individual participated in interracial educational 
zeiivities nor have our Agents inquired relative to the inter - 
■vcfaZ aspects of that school. 

For your information the Highlander Folk School was 
invest i< ai ed during the early 1940 r s. This investigation was 
ca i. ed on allegations that Communist activities were being 
' ■pried on at the school , She e & se—JZTrs—el-es ed~m~T943~rnmdnro 
i - r i orr-uf—tlt esoH&vl a-e-ouc h—has en nade-sinae dliaTT^ivie* < 

or your further information there is attached herewith a photo- 
viatic copy of a four -page summary dated February 21, 1947, con- 
~'-rninc thi3 school. 
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We have, of course , had occasion to contact representatives 
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security 
investigations. The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to 
secure information at its source for guidance of governmental 
agencies in considering applicants for appointment* In fulfilling 
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged to investigate any 
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting 
that individual to be engaged in subversiv e activity. We have in 
the past conducted a United number of security investigations of 
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School « 
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that 
the individual was encaged in interracial * educati onal activities 
nor was this question considered in any manner during the course 
of the investigation. 

With reference to the letter you received from 
Ff. Parnett, T can only stale that he has been misinformed .P 
by Myles Horton , director of the Hi ghlander Folk school* 

For your further information, in addition to the 
correspondence between Ur. Myles Horton and Hr. Clegg of this 
Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum 
of February 19, 1951, we have received a communication from 
Hr. Ho r er K. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on 
the r.cr.c subject natter. Copies of Hr. Baldwin 9 s letter and my 
reply thereto are attached for your information. 
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February S6, 1951 
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!>• flower //. Eaiduln 
Cr-cfrnan, Uaticnal Connate e 
American Civil Liberties Union 
17D Fifth Avenue 
Net; Fork IV, Sbrfc 

Lear Fr. Bcldvtn: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 
February Id, 1D51, concerning the Bighlander Folk School, 
in bhich you referred to the TB1 f s conducting an inquiry 
into this school because of its interracial education . 

A careful investigation into this matter has 
established ihat.no investigation by the FBI has been 
conducted of the In ghl under folk School on the g round 
that school or anyone connected u ith it has 

Repre~ 
contact 

representatives cf this school on individual cases such 
as applicant and security investigations*. 



f B'\ 



sponsored interracial educational activities • 
sentatives of this Bureau have had occasion to 



lie. ver, since our contacts at the school 
hie either been ni send cr stood or have beccne a 
source of irritation to l V* IPdes Her ton, director 
of the school, X have issued appropriate instructs one 
to discontinue any direct contacts l 'ith representatives 
of t'ie school * 



Sincerel y yours. 




cc - N$w York [id/ 
Knoxville (id, 



~= l&trfb 




\5.iUW 31 



ur«) ’ , v- - 

aoioaa"* • av-’ - 

ALLlfffORM^IOIttONTMN 



ffE2e »Sl| her EIN TsUNCtiSSIFlEO 

DATE4$^ BYi; §gf# 
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CIO-TOUlic Relations 



Honorable J. Howard McG: 

United States Attorney Ge 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Ur. McGrath: 

Miss Lucy Randolph ‘Mason, Southern 
Representative, has suggested that- I ask your advice about a 
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Hi^ilander 
Folk School. Because of your own personal feeling in regard to 
di sc rind nation. Miss Mason felt that you would understand the 
problem here and be in a position to giire advice. 

The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial democ- 
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi- 
tion. 



We hardly expected, however, to have Negro students nade 
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
On October 11th I v, r rote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents were 
asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying 
that our ncn-dis crimination policy was communistic and immoral. 

This line of questioning has created confusion In the minds of our 
neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School. 

On December 10th I raised this question with Mr. Hugh H. 
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought 
our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be con- 
sidered communistic by a majority of Southern people. 




The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism 
by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking 
alarmsd the Highlander Executive Council members vho met January 22 
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v 



an d 23 • 



M'&r/j't# ® C0RDED -24 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEtt 
HEREIN! ~ 

DATE^l 



MAR O 



™ F 15 herein is unclassified 

sit! £&■ date ^pq|W BY HSjH 
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page 2 



January 31, 1951 
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Honorable J . Hov.'a rd McGrath 



71163 

Council numbers were also disturbed by the exchange of 
correspondence with Mr* Clegg. If agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they have not been told. Since 
they go in pairs, the person interviewed is at a disadvantage, 

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Lucy 
Randolph Mason ‘‘that, because of previous nd sunder standings in inter- 
views v. A th FBI agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the 
staff and ah all ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be 
put ir; *« ri ting, and shall make his replies in writing - provided 
legal counsel advises this action." 

The Council is not raising the question cf giving inform- 
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person intervievred has 
the protection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the 
legality of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in 
writing. 



Us shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter. 

Very sincerely yc-urs. 



;.on. Director 
Highlander Folic School 

r, 3. 1 want to iass on a con-icnt on this letter nude by a neighbor, 

cci Senator Late.- Kefauver 
enclosure s 
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Department of Justice 

©ffire of the AHurnfjj Srttfral 

Giarijington 

February 19, 1951 



Mr. Kyles Horton 711165 

Director, Highlander Folk School 
Monteagle, Tennessee 



My dear Mr. Horton i 

This will acknowledge your letter of January 51, 1951, ad- 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- 
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander 
Folk School • You advise that the Highlander Executive Council 
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr.' 
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they have not been told. 

You quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Mason, . 
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for thel\ 
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents 
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro- 
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the 
Attorney General 1 s advice as to the legality of the council’s 
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing. 



I should first pointj^ut to you that the Attorney General 
is authorized by law to give^tclVice only to the President of the 
United States and to the various Department heads, in view of 
which I regret that the Department cannot advise you regarding 
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special 
Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information 
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re- 
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic recording 
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would 
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents 
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. 



Pit INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 




Yours sincerely, 



Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 



n-w- 







February 19 , 1951 



Hr. Uyles Horton 

Director, Highlander Folk Sohool 

kontcagle, Tennessee 

Ky dear Hr* Bor tom 
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This will ecknowled fc e your letter of January 51, 1951, ad- 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- 
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander 
Folk School. You advise that the Highlander Executive Council 
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Hr. 
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, and cocijent that if agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they have not been told. 

You quote a motion which was made by liiss Lucy Randolph kason, 
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for the 
staff and shall aek that all questions posed ty any FBI agents 
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro- 
vided le fc al counsel advises this action. You then request the 
Attorney General’s advice as to the legality of the council’s 
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing. 



I should first point out to you that the Attorney General 
is authcrifced by law to give advice only to the President of the 
United States and to the ^various Department heads, in view of 
which I /egret that the Department cannot ad vies you regarding 
the legal situation involved. It occurs to re, however, that 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special 
Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information 
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would cuppoce that written re- 
plies to questions, either in tl*e forr, of stenographic recording 
of the questions and answers, or in the fonn of affidavits, would 
bo quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents 
quite willing to accede to your dosiron in this respect. 




Youre sincerely. 



Cl Pins 



Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 







for immediate re lease 
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Highlander Folk School 
wonteagle, Tennessee 

Monte agle, Tennessee • • « November 20, 1950 » • ."Our Christinas bells ccxild 

be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brothex^- 

hood," Myles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander 

Folk School, 71160 

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing 
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with 
thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said. 

"Highlander^ democratic program is based on the brotherhood of 
man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood* education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the 
^or.mumty and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were 
1.0I d. 

"VJe hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
mice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is 
limited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 



r '■ *■ ■■■ rye mticn. 



"The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal," 
"An aroy of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scope 
o/ democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path," 
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Tracy City, 
Jan. 31, 1953- 



Dear Myles: 

This, to my mind, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression 
of tv- problem you present. X cannot see how Ur. McGrath can fail to under- 
stand it* significance , and understanding, fail to take steps toward the pre- 
vent! cn of future trouble* 

Please feel free to use me as a reference if you have such need* X am 
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your personal inte- 
grity and the high purpose of Highlander# 

I aras here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused 
wonder and even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic 
intent, alliance with Russia, machine guns in the attic and varous forms of 
immorality. Feorle came to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to 
"do some tiling about it." I did do something. I visited the school when you 
and Don •> s t rave a "play-party" for the children of our community. I went 
again when Jim Bomb rows ki started a Bible study class. 7/e learned a good deal 
'■bout social conditions in the days of Anos and Llicah. I went to a meeting 
held after a neighbor's house had burned down and you started plans - and 
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where 1 
helped with the children's games and saw you play Tanta Claus with a hag of 
presents. Once I went to a Sevang bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was 
sick cat the tine the P, T. A* liras organized in your living room, but 1 heard 
:..il about it. 1 heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this time the neighbors 
V; ad something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days. 
One dark night, Jim went a good way to bring a doctor for f ne of my school 
girls in time to save her and her baby. "I didn't know there were such good 
folks , " one neighbor woman said. Then X heard about the time that Claudia Lewis 
the Nursery fchool teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that 
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family. 

a! 1 triese things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for 
L.s.:.jn" to live in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive 
in years 1 have learned more of your practical program, your concept of 

true democracy in your policy of non -discrimination, non -segregation, and your 
etna! example in living what you believe. I know a minister who said, "1 v.doh 
could feel that I came as near as Myles Horton to real consecration to the 
ause of real Christianity." 
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Myles Mortal page 2 Jan. 31, 1951 

71168 

"bo you think Highlander is radical?" The last time I was asked this 
question, I gave this answer wiiich I would give today* "Yes, they are radical - 
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount*" 

It is because yon dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and 
equal", but that there should be "liberty and justice for all" that you are radi- 
cal. iind the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be- 
tween his white children and the black. 

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did, 
that your non -discrimination policy toward llegro students constituted proof of 
ynur communistic nature, purpose, plan add intent, rfhen racial democracy can be 
confused with communism in the minds of F B I agents, there is cause for alarm, 
it seems to me. Our community has come a long way in appreciating and under- 
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its j^ractioe of real democracy. 
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and example, 
cannot fa.il to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I in which the 
school's policy of non-discrimination is given a red tag and lafeel* 

: ith all this is mind, I am glad you have v/rit.ten this letter to Mr .McGrath. 

T hope it leads to a definite 'understanding v/hich will affect all future 
interviews. 

••ith best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain 

Your friend. 
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Mr. Hugh H. Clegg 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Hr, Cleggt 

I was pleased to read from the International Labor Hews 
Service that you feel that the "success of communism" 
can be measured by the weaknesses of democracy. I am led 
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you 
would approve the enclosed statement of policy of the 
Highlander Folk School. 

In the South, people are often criticized who Vie lie ve as 
we do here at Highlander that discrimination is incompati- 
ble with democracy* In fact I was told recently by one of 
your agents that tire contents of the enclosed news release 
would be considered communistic by a majority of Southern 
pe ople . 

I since re= ly trust that the position taken by you In the 
New Dork Herald Tribune forum is the. official position of 
the F<BI«, and not the position implied by the activities 
of your representatives who have questioned our neighbors 
regarding visits of Negroes to the School* 

..'oiud you clear this matter up for me? 

Sincerely yours. 



Myles Horton 
Director 
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U*« 43eo U<r ton 
clro5t«r 

H^lfia^or FcOk s**l 
ifcuto&^s* *«n>©*®e© 

£eor £ln 



Thle trail aelsixledoc your letter of 
Doc£i/jer 10* 19 £0# 

It has loq£ toc-n to eotaVUsbsd proxdu** 
of this I-urcii'j* to refnin flrua ooKwsssstlng on the 
e tote-vent of a to tnl purp&so* a£ er<y or jiui tsotlor* 
«»5# tlcrcfcre* tse ee^not omnt on to polled?* 
of yuyr e cheol* 

rt^nl to too etnto^at Vsc.i ytw 
a Itr it* utod to u c5/i 1 A jp nt of ^lc V urea v, -toe 

wilioAvies tot l teve obocte*S fcith to tiro Social 
Aponte «?io ooLtacfod yo* or. Cooe$£>or 7$ 1G f<># *iw$r 
Of v & tl a. 1 ly d o m,* tot yea ibc&ed t tea to owe 
ro&cce’ or tot tioy aide tt^r si&t&aeifts to you 
raa-tely ftpi^osie:*l.ns ywr altcaotleft# 

Vory truly ; MJurc # 



Illlji B# Cl®£;3 
Aesietaat Dtoot* 
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Horten gave a full report on soma reoent activities of t B I agent* who ut 
que stioning people In the community* The agent* haw lean asking neighbor* about 
Kegroes attending or visiting Highlander# Horton read a letter he wrote Senator 
lefauver which sal dp In part! "They (the FBI agents) have been particularly 
insistent In their questions about the attendance of Kegroes at Highlander 
sessions and conferences* They wanted to know where people sleep and what goes 

t '■ 

... !Ur the conferences are over ♦ • » X hope you can find time to look Into 
this situation and do something to stop intimidation of our neighbor* and the 
Inference that the non-disc rl’nination policy of the school# which is that of th* 

CIO and /TI*# is camwnistic and inmoinle* 

Horton continued that the agente are going around the community trying to stir 
t'p tte people by asking loaded questions about the Beg ro students at Highlander* 
ii.rrjtiw# Horton wad a newspaper report that the assistant Director of the FBI 
a speech at the Kew Tork Herald Tribune forum in which he said discrixainaUon 
m. ? 3 ’ incompatible with democracy# Horten congratulated tho FBI spokesman and 

a coisrasnt made to him h? an F B I agent who said that a Highlander Sews 
piOea*! which condemns disciiminatictt, would be considered coinEunistic by a majority 
of extern people* The FBI Assistant Dir&ctor answered that he had personally 
r‘ d tho matter and that both agents who talked with Horton# denied emphatically 
?ny such statement* 

After prolonged discussion# it was moved by lucy Randolph Macon that# because 
cf previous mlsunders tending a in interviews with F B X agents# tha Higidander 
Director shall apeak for the staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any 
? B I agents be put in writing, and shall naks his replies in writing - provided 
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legal ooxissX advisee thie action# Uoticn eeccruted toy fail BlUlasts 
end peoaad* 

It was olfio by Kiss M^ran that the director shall writs 

U*W«M.toroey General Howard l&Orath and review this situation and explain 
to hia why m have been forced to tabs this actiooj and that a sopgr of 
thin letUr shall be sent to Salter fceffeuver and Highlander Sponsors* 
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Vie reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
free dom to all: in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing h’vaan 
relations from the smallest community orgaaizetion to international struc- 
ture; and permeating p -ll economic, social, and political activi ties* 

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 
the community and to equal access to public services. 

We hold th-i democracy is inactive unless workers f re given a f ull, voice 
in industry through unions; or farmers are given ' voice in the market 

through cooperatives; or where fieedom of thought end discussion is 
limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step 
must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act. 



I'ith a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in 
il' 1 v.'ay, v;h-cthcr it be totalitarian conoiunism, or fascism or monopoly 
dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 
Li'.ip for democracy. Our services are available to labor, farm co'-aunity, 
religious and civic organizations wo iking toward a demo eras tic goal. 

The nature of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 
cf the students* 



Use of the services of the School by individual organizations vail be in 
accordance with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
with the purposes of the School, A staff member will assist in planning 
end coordinating all programs, B 

ss: 

fh- Highland*.; r Folk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned 5 ? 
by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
of the School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the ^ 
V'.ff and recognized Southern leaders. C5 

& 

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-Q 
iz&tions served by the School, foundations and tuition, 




The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal. An 
ar my of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of 
the American people must be created. By broadening the scope of democracy 
to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation- 

. • .. n • i J L.^ .. n».l Jai/tMirtna/) + li ■ + nrtf >i4n» 

snip, T,ne army oi democracy m>iua uc ou yodi. «w v i-viu... 6 

undemocratic could stand in its path. 
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Approved- by the Executive Council, April 3rd, 1950 
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Algernon ^ -Black 
Dr. B, R."Prazoal 
Mrs. EthelPlyde 
Rev. withe rspoofrspodge 
Clifford J^Burr 4 
Kermis by 

Mrs. Gladys Talbot^ dwards 
GcrtrudcTEly x 
Rev. W. J.~?aulkner 
Mr. & Mrs . J • R « Tillman , 

, ' . V 

Mrs. Harry' Go rshon 
Clinton SrGoldon 
George M^ Guest, M,D. 

Mrs. Grace T. Hamilton 
Loon -Henderson" 

J. Lewis. Henderson 

Rabbi Arthur He rtzberg 4 ( 

Dr TFlemin^ James 

Dr. Charles S Johnson 

Dr. Lilian V^NJohnson 

Lcwjs^Jonea 

May llustus ' ' - 

Freda^irchwey 
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SPOKSOBi ■■ ; 

‘ ‘ * ' ' 

Mrs . SimonTuhn • y - . Y 

' r ' ' * ' J 

Mr. & Mrs . Corliss Pamont 
Mrs, Ernest K. Lindley 
A, A ^ Live right 
Lucy Randolph Mason 
Dr. Benjamin Ev.Maj 
Carey McVJlllia^s^' 

Dr. Cteorgoiiitchell 
Mrs* Lucy Sprague Mitchell 
Rev. Walter G^ Muelder 
Dr. Reinhold/wiebuhr ~ 
Jennings Perry '.Y 
Clarence E^ -Pickett 
Dr. Walter Rautcnstrauch 
Malcoli^/rtpss 
Rev, EugerE "Smathers ^ 

Hilda wYSmi 

P. A. Stephens* M.D. 

Jordan Stokes HI 
Dr. Alva W. Taylor^ 

Dr. John B p Thompson 
Mrs, M. B • Tilly 
Dr. V/illard UpJ>au3 ^ uj 
Go rhard V arf'Arkel 
J, Raymond' 'Walsh 
Hon. & Mrt. J. WatieT-Waring 
Aubro illiams 
Thomas Williston, M.D. 

Dr. Louis'Wirth 
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Reference is made to your two n enoranda £&&e*l February 
1Z, 1951, therein you referred to correspondence from, kyles Borton , 
director of the 1’iyhlandcr Folk School j Bonteagle , Tennessee, and 
fro - Mlcrt E^S&crnett of the Candler School of Theology > Emory 

University, GeCrgt a. 

Sith regard to the correspondence ' you received from 
I'ylee Borton and your proposed draft reply, I am returning them, 
to you* In connecti on to your proposed letter to 1/r • Borton, I 
cannot accede to the proposal of having our Agents conduct inter- 
views at the Highlander Folk School which i could require our Agents 
ic submit written interrogatories at all tines in all matters upon 
ti? :ich the FBI nay be seeking information from the Highlander Folk 
■Behnolm Furf herrore _> I cannot accede to any restriction which 
would prohibit the FBI from interviewing any person it saw fit . 

In th.is particular natter it is suggested that only the 
Highlander Hired or could or would be contacted * Rather than 
accede to any such restrictions, I would prefer to instruct our 
Agents to refrain from any contact with any nenker of the 
Ki f - blunder Folk School staff . r% 

\ 9v. 

I have checked into this allegation rc.de by It 3 Vcrtcn 
and I want to assure you that we have nc ver invesii gated the 
Vink 2 a near Folk School , any representative of the ’school? or # 
any other individual on the ground that the Highlander Folk 
School or the individual participated in interracial educational 
act ivities nor have our Agents inquired relative 'to the inter- 
racial aspects of that school . ~ ^ 
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We have , of course, had occasion to contact representatives 
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security 
investigation . The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to 
secure information at its source for guidance of governmental 
agencies in considering applicants for appointment . In fulfilling 
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charge 4 to investigate any 
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting 
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity « We have in 
the past conducted a limited number of security investigations of 
individuals requiring inquiries at the Sighlander Folk School • 
However , such investigations were not initiated on the basis that 
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities 
"or was this question c onsidered in any manner during the course 
of the investigation . 71JL61 

With reference to the letter you received from 
Ur. Barnett, I can only state that he has been misinformed 
by Myles Horton, director of the Highlander Folk School . 

For your further information , in addition to the 
corres ondence between Mr. Myles Horton and Ur. Clegg of this 
Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum 
of February 29, 1951, we have received a commun ication from 
Mr. Roger N. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on 
the same subject matter . Copies of Mr. Baldwin r s letter and my 
reply thereto are attached for y ourinformation . 
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SAC, KNOXVILLE 



< 5 >/ 



^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY 
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS 
WHATSOEV® SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLAND® FOLK SCHOOL.^ YOU . 



SHOULD FURTH® INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO 
DISCUSSION PRO OR CON SHOULD BE HADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON- 
CERNING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. 










J 



HOOVHR 



(Per instructions of the Director set forth in the laenorani urn 
from hr. Laid to the Director dated February 23, 1951) 









FBI WASHINGTON DC 2-27-51 2-18 PM HK 

SAC KNOXVILLE U R C E NT 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY 
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS 
WHATSOEVER SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU 
SHOULD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO 
•; CUSS I ON PRO or CONS HOULD be made with any individual con- 
cerning THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. 

HOOVER 

CCER - NEXT TO LAST LINE WORDS FIVE AND SIX SHOULD READ"CON SHOULD" 

'NC ACK PLS 
OK FBI KX MJY 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^kpl BY cW^tq) 



















Office Memorandum • united states government 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



\ 



The Director 
Dm U. Ladd 



CON^E 



ENTIAL 



date: February 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Bufile 61-7511 



PURPOSE 



ssa"®° 
SUOm 







To recommend that the attached letters directed 
to Mr* Roger N. Baldwin of thK American Civil Liberties 
Union and SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office be approved • 
These letters are concerned with the unfounded allegation 
% haiLTth e FBI was n rj e. aen ily . _g in ducting an inqui r y into thj_ * 
Hig hland Ff~Tolk School apparently on the ground that inter 
TcreTal education is somehow * subversive • > 




DETAILS 



Under date of February 14, 1951 , Roger Nl^Bg Idwin, 
former Director but presently Chairman , National Committee of 
the American Civil Liberties Union , wrote to you as follows: 

"Dear Hr* Hoover: 




% 





"It has come to my attention as a contributor 
to the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle , Tennessee, 
that agents of your office have recently been conduct- 
ing an inquiry into the school , apparently on the 
ground that inter-racial education i3 somehow 9 sub- 
versive . 9 



r, I cannot quite believe that any such attitude 
correctly reflects your policies , and therefore 
venture to suggest that you may be interested to ^ 
check up on the fnquiryp£QQRDED . -- /J> / 

"We would appraciH'^r^^e i’njr Bdin's ed^ o/ the facts 
as to why any investigation of ■iwfff^fibril, has been 
made. ^ 1-M 

l 

Sincerely yours, 






/s/ Roger N* Baldwin 
Roger N* Baldwin " 
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CONFIDENTIAL 











CONFIDENTIAL 



Mr , Baldwin's letter is attached . 4 reply to Mr* Baldwin 

is also attached for your approval . 



For your information , the Highlander Folk School 
..at Monteagle, Tennessee, is the subject of an eight-section 
I bureau case file and considerable investigation was con - 
IjJucted concerning this school during the early 1940s , The 
first report was submitted under date of January 29, 1940, 
and a closing report was submitted on July 4, 1943, by the 
Knoxville Office , For your additional information, there 
is attached hereto a four-page summary which was prepared 
(Toncarn ing^ the Highlander Folk School dated February 21, 
1947 , This memorandum, is up to date inasmuch as no 
addUrjiojial -investigation has fceen conducted since 1943 , 

In o^der to definitely ascertain as to whether 
there was any basis in the allegation made by Mr, Baldwin, 
mentioned above, SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office was 
tel ephonically contacted on February 19 and 20, 1951, 
in order to develop full information in this regard , 

On February 19, 1951, SAC Robey advised that 
\the Knoxville Office had conducted no inv esti gation con - 
I cerning the Highlander Folk School as suvftfi rioujIv7r~, there 

I hgcfb sen i n div idual i n yes tigations mad e _whj c h_ ha d touched 
orr^th7~^c?tTv i t GUQs 0 " 

Atomic Fnerov Act - ADplicani^JCase 

Investigation of conducted over the 

oeriod from A pril to October, 1950, This investigati_gT |^, 



IlM 

• . \TTK7nr 



^rere, fore , a p ar^l^n^numTpa 't i o n o/ this applicant 
centered upon Hi sc oruiect ton loitn^ihV Highlander Folk Schot 
TTaHTT^diate of February 21, 1951, SA(J Robey ~ advised' by tele- 
type there was no discussion of the interracial character 
of the Highla nder Fol k School during the investigation of 
case, 
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reflectina that he had joined the 



advise 



the Highlander Folk 



Ho r ton, direct d 



ii gh land 



er Folk 



\[/ You will recall under date of December 10, 1950, 
UylesYf orton, Director of the Highlander Folk Schorol, wrote 
a leiter to Assistant Director H . H» Clegg to which he attached 
a statement of the purpose, program and policy of the /High- 
lander Folk School which was approved by the executive Council 
of that school on April 3, 1950, and a press release qf the 
school dated November 20, 1950 , In his letter to Hr, Clegg, 
Horton indicated that a Special Agent of the Bureau had 
commented, that the wo uld beS^consiaered Communisti c 

kV m g jar i±. y j)f sauthMTM He contra sted the opinion 

of the Agent with the position taken by Ur, Clegg at the 
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"JVsio forfr Herald 
the Knoxville Of 





Tribune" Forum ■ Prior to answering Horton, 
ice wa s contacted and Sp ecial Agents N 

and dBHHHHHHflHB w/io intervi ewed 
Horton on December' 7, 1950, i^conne^Ton with the Remington 
perjury investigation , were asked concerning the Horton 
allegation • These' two Agents furnished a signed statement 
to SAC Robey on December 22, 1950, in which they stated 
emphatically that the news release referred to in Horton's 
letter was never displayed to them by Horton nor the contents 
discussed with them by Horton, and that neither of the two 
Agents made any comment that even remotely approached the 
statement allegedly made to Horton.* At the conclusion of 
the interview Horton was insistent that the Agents accept 
the copy of the 1949 Program of the Highlander Folk School, 
and a mimeographed release entitled, " Highlander Folk School ^ 
Statement of Purpose, Program and Policy The signed 
statement also carried the statement that at no time had ^ 
the Agents questioned neighbors of Horton regarding visits - 
of Negroes at the Highlander Folk School . 

The Knoxville Office had further advised that 
Horton had been interviewed on the following cases since 
June, 1950; June 27, 1950, jn connection with the Remington 

case; October 6, 1950, in connection with the , 

Atomic Energy Act-App^Uzant case; November 2, 
^^^connecti on with the Presidential Appointee, 

Department of State, l^^tyofGovernment Employees case; 
and December 7, 1950, mentioned above • 

SAC Robey in a teletype dated February 21, 1951, 

| has advised that the following Agents of the Knoxville 
| Office have either interviewed Uyles Horton at the Highlander 



Folk School or. 
I Tennessee » and 



conducted 



investigations at Monteagle , 
ur in a the cast yea r: Spe c la . 



Tents \ 




CONBipENTIAL 



I 'These Agents have emphatically stated that no discussion was ^ < 

had with Horton on any matter pertaining to the interracial 
character of the Highlander Folk School nor has any inquirtf:^^ : 
en made of Horton or any person in Monteagle or vicinity \J { 
• eqard to the jnterracial character of the school » 

of f 

O y 1 






It was noted in Mr* Baldwin's letter that the 
allegation against the FBI had come to his attention as a 
contributor to the Highlander Folk School * It is possible , 
therefore , that Mr* Baldwin had received his erroneous 
information from Myles Horton, the Director of the High- 
lander Folk School* 



ACTION A 

A £ 

In view of the above information, it is recommended^ f 
that the attached letter to Ur* Baldwin be approved * / /V 

# ' ^ 

There is also attached hereto a letter to the V'*' 
Knoxville Office instructing that any future investigation ± 
of the Highlander Folk School should be so conducted that i\/ v 
no individual will obtain the erroneous impression that thejf f ^ 
Bureau's interest therein is based on the fact that its 



facilities are used for interracial education * 
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^KNOXVILLE 

W*£CTOR 



2-21-51 
VERY URGENT 




10-59 AW 
ATT - HR. F. J. BAU 



BUHLANDER FO LK SCHOO L, IS DASH RE TEL CALL FEB. TWENTY. 
flLLOVINC AGENTS THIS OFFICE HAVE INTERVIEWED HYLE»MORTOn/' 
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL OR CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS AT MONTEAGLE 
ISBN. AND VICINITY DURING PAST* YEAR, 




Alt' 



THESE AGENTS EMPHATICALLY STATE 

~::.7 uO DISCUSSION HAS HAD WITH HORTON ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING 

TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL NOR HAS ANY, INQUIRY 

BEEN MADE OF HORTON OR ANY PERSON IN MONTEAGLE OR VICINITY WITH REGARD 

TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF THIS SCHOOL. FORMER SA 

- v/ffi A > 

ACCOMPANIED SA ON NOV. SECOND, NINETEEN FIFTY, WH 

HORTON INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH CASE ENTITLE bIBHHB *-GE, 

BUFXLE ONE TWENTYONE DASH TWO THREE FOUR NAUGHT FOUR. 

residing 

SA ADVISES NO MENTION OF INTERRACIAL CHAR ACTE 

Of HFS MENTIONED BY EITHER AGENT DURING THIS INTERVIEW. IN ■■■I 

| AEi^A CASE, THERE WAS BO DISCUSSION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTES 
IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF INFOR- 





NO ^ 

DISCUSSION OF INTERRAJIlTL^tmARACTca of SCHOOL DURING THESE INTERVIEWS. 

ROBEY 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



CORRECTION L 







: V5HUCCBJjkn copy PIUC) Ii 



V 




nKr'i^r".' ~ T iwksiiWTs» 
u. c* ftisrw* 

tMS5Kffi?H$ XtttiM 

-Ffe22J 



FBI KNOXVILLE 
DIR£Itf*C&, FBI 



TELETYPE ^ * 

/ V" ' "■'•.».}:*■; *.' 

if} 

10-2SPM EST f **• WO-^-r 

ALL INFORMATION COIfTAlf®^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFj 

ATTN. ASST. DIB. A. ROSEN DATE^sMBYj 



2 - 22-51 
DBG £ N t 








H IGHLA NDER F O L K SCH OOL, IS-C. RE TEL. CALL TODAY. KX LETTER TO 

DIRECTOR DATED OCTOBER SIXTH THIRTYNINE CONTAINS FIRST REPORTED INFOS- 

I1ATION IN HI FILES . FIRST DEPORT REFLECTING INVESTIGATION NAS SUB- , i 

HITTED BY KX DATED APRIL TENTH f FORTYON E, THIS" ? jj ' 

REPORT CONTAINS INFO ON HISTORY OF SCHOOL AND PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH/LM^^ 

IT. LETTER AND REPORT REFLECT INVESTIGATION INSTITUTED ONLY AFTER - 5 

•' • - • - *• -- 

NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS RECEIVED RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AT HFS* REPORT OF 

SA 

OF SA 

CONCERNING BACKGROUND, PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF HFS AS NELL AS 
PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH. N O ACTIVE INVESTIGATION MADE SINCE CLOS- 
1 ING REPORT OF SAC VM. A. MURPHY , KX, DATED JULY^FOURTH, F ORTYTHREE? ' ' 

F ILE FAILS TO REFLECT ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE REGARD* 

ING ANY REC OGN 1 2 A B LE^OMMUN I ST ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF THE “SCHOOL 
ITSELF. HOWEVER ALLEGATIONS OF CP SYMPATHY oTaCTIVItThAVE BEEN -■ 



KX/DATED DEC. THIRTYTH, FORTYONE AND SUMMARY REPORT | 
KX DATED SEPT. TWELFTH, FORTYTWO CONTAIN INFORMATION 2 



RECEIVED ON PERSONS WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH HFS BUT THESE 
INVESTIGATIONS DIRECTED SOLELY TOWARD THE INDIvTpuALSAND NOT THE HF S. 
■ SOME EXAMPLES ARE CASES ENTITLED AEA-A 

SM-C, BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH ONE SEVEN SIX FOUR TWO Sit. 

lge. 

lge, HHta VA gi 5 ^ 

SIX ONE EIGHT NINE FIVE. " 



h SIX 



■■■■■■■ i 
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PAGE THREE 



c 9 



NO CASES RECALLED WHERE APPLICANT INVESTIGATION MADE ON EMPLOYEES, 
STUDENTS, OR PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCEPT THOSE MATTERS 
PREVIOUSLY REFERRED TO. DUE TO VOLUME OF APPLICANT CASES THIS 
OFFICE PARTICULARLY AEA-A CASES, PEOPLE LIVING AT MONTEAGLE 
HAVE BEEN CONTACTED BUT AGENTS WORKING IN THAT SECTION ARE AWARE OF 
THE GENERAL NATURE OF THE HFS AND T HEY HAVE ADVISED THAT N O INQUIRIES 
HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING .THE SCHOOL OF MATTER OF INTER-RACIAL 
CHARACTER OF SAME. I HAVE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ALL AGENTS 
THIS OFFICE WHO HAVE WORKED IN MONTEAGLE AND VICINITY DURING PAST 
I YEAR AND ALL HAVE CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THEY HAVE DISCUSSED 
l THE INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF THE HFS WITH ANYONE AND ADVISED THEY 
( 'HAVE EXERTED UTMOST CAUTION TO PREVENT ANYONE FROM GAINING THE 
IMPRESSION THAT THE SCHOOL WAS BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE FBI. 

ROBEY 

END 

10-44 PM OK FBI WA LRP 
BYDISC PLS 
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Office Memorandum • united states go 



vV 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover # 

rector. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Peyton Ford 
fputy Attorney General 
HI OHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Information Concerning 



date: March 5, 




This will refer to your memorandum of February 26, 195 
reply to my memoranda of February 19, 1951, regarding correspon d' 
from Hr. Myles H orton, Pirec torjo f _th e jjjg&lan dejr .'Folk JScftpo 1 , 
Monteagle, Tennessee, and from Mr., Albert E . Barnett. .o f t he Candler 
School of Theology,, Eaory^niyersityj^Georgia. With the letter from 
Mr. Myles Horton I transmitted a draft of a proposed reply for your 
comment. In your memorandum under acknowledgment you state In eo n* 
n ectlon .with th is propose d le tter to Mr. Horton "I cannot accede. to 
thFproposal of having our Agents conduct Interviews at the High** 
lander Folk School whichwould require our Agents to submit written 
interrogatories at all times in all matters upon which the FBI may 
be seeking inforaation from„i.he Highlander Folk School." Tou add, 
furthermore, .can not a c cede_ to any r e s tr i c tionjwhl ch would pro* 
hibitthe FBI from in te r vie win g any per sdn~lt saw fit" and add 
further that "rather than accede to any ^cK restrictions, Y would 
prefer to instruct our Agents to refrain from' atjjr contact with' any 
member of the Highlander Folk School staff*" I note further from a 
letter which you addressed to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, Chairman, Na- 
tional Committee, American Civil Liberties Union, under date of 
February 26, 1951, you advised him that since your contacts at 
the school have either been misunderstood or have become a source 
of irritation to Mr. Myles Horton, director of the school, you 
’issued instructions to discontinue any direct contacts wit^n^ 



&£a£ 2 £ 

inondence '•/.X 



\ 



F 

I . 



resen tatives of the school* 



- In this connection I want to d ra w carefu l attention to- 
dr aft of _the_ proi>osejl_reply_Jx) .^.Hor tpa^which_ I : jCori^ded^with my 
memorandum of February 19 and to point put that I didjiot suggest 
that yo u accede io jths~reques t jof Mr Horton . My first point was 
tKatPthere sHould'nonnalTy'be no serious objection to having agents 
of the Bureau make their contacts at one central point; that is, the 
director of the school. This would not mean that further contacts 
may not be necessary or desirable. My second assumption in pre- 
paring this draft was that "if during the interviews It was desired 
to make stenographic recordings of the questions and answers, or to 
answer questions propounded by the preparation of affadavits, I 
could see no objection to that course of action. In fact, it would 
seem that there might be considerable advantage to the Bureau, Mv 
letter did not contemplate that you accede to the request that you 
submit written questions in advance with regard to the seeking of 
inforaation. - , 

/A iff 




£ 



t 






RECORDED - 139 \b/~ nz ‘ 



'MR IS mi 
to 



“7 

? jk 




I particularly do not want to leave the Impression that 
I am urgljfi a ny cha nge jjn your presenl. 'm ^oj ^Qf eontaetto'fc'jib ^ 
School or any other o rja^^tj&p^ajJL^^^ 
to suggest that you discontinue all contaota »lth this or airr 
o ther organisation, iQhu belief .such contact^ are of yaln fl la 
p romoting the warls:.of.thft Bureai^ The draft was a suggestion of 
a possible solution, on which 1 wished your comments. 
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Office IS/lemorandum 



MR. A. H . BELMt 
MR. L . L. LAUGH . 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: March 12, 19 ^ 




subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Reference is made to the mat erial forwarded by 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell , Jr * to the Attorney General 
on February 20, 19511 Included in this material was a form t 
letter dated February , 1951, captioned " Dear Friend " over th 
signature of MylesAfHorton, Highlander Director of the Highlander 
Folk School. In this communication the statement appears, 

” h'hat strategy prompted the FBI Agents to watch the school by 
,.t,ght and to harass neighbors with questions linking Negroes 
with Communism is not clear.” 

At 11:50 A.M . today I called SAC Robey and advised 
him of the reference of this material to the Bureau . I particularly 
read the above statement and other excerpts from Horton 9 s letter . 

I inquired of Mr. Robey whether Agents of the Knoxville Off ice 
had conducted any surveillances at nighttime at or in the vicinity 
of the Highlander Folk School ; also whether any informants 
have been contacted at or in the vicinity of the Highlander 
Folk School at night; and, further, whether the Knoxville Office 
ncd conducted any neighborhood investigations at or in the 
vicinity of the Highlander Folk School at night » 

I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter immediately 
and advise the Bureau promptly of the results of his check . 




ACTION: 



Immediately upon the receipt of this information from 
the Knoxville Office an appropriate memorandum will be prepared. 



^HMAR^7 ~51 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 
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fedlkai bureau of IMVESTIiMlON 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAR 121951 



[A L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



TELETYPE 



FBI KNOXVILLE 



3-12-51 



Mr . Gkxvf * — 
Mi. mete* - 



Mi. Mofci 
T # l *. Boom — 
Mi. K»am — 
MlM Candr - 

5-05 pm Esy^ L„ J ^: 
in' urgent rUi 



DIRECTOR, FBI ATTN- INSPECTOR L. L. LAUGHLIN URGENT 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. RE TELEPHONE CALL THIS DATEvV^i 

mil OWING INFORMATION FURNISHED— 

1. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANT SURVEILLANCES AT NIGHT 
AT OR IN VICINITY HFS. 

2. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONTACTED ANY INFORMANTS AT OR IN 
VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT. 

3. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS 



| ^ AT OR IN VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT. HOWEVER, 



WAS CONTACTED FROM 



AEAA, BY SAS 

WAS NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL THIS TIME. 
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ary Iftfl 1 951, 



-^Tarrtf^': 




tr^cto*, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Knity Attorney General 



/ I am quoting below, for your information and for such actipx^*™. 
/as you may deem appropriate, a letter dated February 15, 1951, *4?r k Jbl 
dressed to the Attorney General by Albert Eylfamett of the Can^rj^ 
School of Theology, Bnory University, Bnor/ University, Georgia l 



Mr. d«3N — - ■ 

"Uy long time and trusted friend, Dr* Myles Horton, ^ Ga=>dy 

Director of -Algh lander Fo lk Schoo l at Monteagle_,^JDenneasee , 

has been in recent correspondence with you about the Ac- — 

ti vi ties of agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in that mountain community* Apparently, some agents have 
surmised that the free admission of negroes as students ' 

at Highlander constituted evidence of .communist point of 
view* Ihese agents are said to have stated that such 
would be the natural interpretation on the part of many 
people in the region* This is, of course, a totally in- 
accurate interpretation, both of the school and of the 
best sentiment in the southeast* Under supreme court 
authority many public institutions of higher learning .* * *f. 

have opened their registration to qualified negro students. » ^ 

At the present time between 1100 and 1200 negro students 
are studying in such institutions. Southern people are 
more generally happy than unhappy over this outcome. 

Students here in my own institution recently voted as 
overwhelmingly favorable to the admission of qualified 
negro students* _ 

J&TZ\ .195 

M I have known Dr. Horton and the Highlander Folk School 
since the foundation of that institution* I am a regular * 

contributor to its budget and I am in deep sympathy with 
its programs and objectives. F. B. I* agents should be 
investing their time and the government's money In detect- 
ing the real enemies of America, rather than harassing 
those who so competently and intelligently support and 
extend democracy as the Highlander Folk School*I am 
sending a copy of this letter to feena tor EsteVTFefauver, 
who is personally acquainted with Highlander Folk School 
and its staff and, to Dr. fiorton." M, ~- 
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UNITED 



recorded', a I — — IS t M 

<• FV\ff 12 toc^ 

INDEXED- » 54 ,wt\t 

02 ‘YT * 



vestigatioo 



IT^P- 

d: :Ec Febru 

• «*. y 



o a letter, with enclosures, frow | 
the highlander Folk Scho ol, Monteagl 
tomey General under date of January 
t of a reply to Mr- Horton. 



reply, I would appreciate receiTiagj 



JR J, AitJi 







Stpartment ot Jnttiu 
•ftirr ef tkr Btpc*g M)iw| trarrat 
■tatyfnfftM 

Ibbruary 19, 1951 




via : ■ 

Kigali: 




Mr . Myles Horton 
Director, Highlander Polk Softool 
Monteigle, Tennessee 

My dear Mr. Horton t 

This will acknowledge your letter of January SI, 1951, I — 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- ,:'V!V - 
lea growing out of the attendanoe of negroes at the Highlander . 

Folk School. Tou advise that the Highlander Executive Cowell A:. 
aembere are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Hr. . > r 1*,V, i ’ 
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of th# Federal Bureau of fc-- .,%■*££ - 

vestlgation, and coeaant that if agents can deny what they haw 
said, they can likewise report things they have not bean told. • 

Tou quote- a notion whioh was made by Nlaa lacy Randolph Kaeoo, 
which provides that the Highlander Director shall apeak for tbell M . 

staff and shall ask that all questlone posed by any FBI agents || V -v'r^r.'r 
be put in writing end shall sake his repllbs In writing pre-_ 1 

. . . . . __e .j t aui . oh ▼sms fhan ranneat tM . t v ■' ' 1 - ; ■ „ 



i I 



l-.'t-r 14 -K ' 



th® Attorney Oeneral 

- ‘ - 



Tided legal counsel advises this action. Tou then request the 
Attorney Generali advioe as to the legality of the oouncil»s 
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing* 7* 

X should first point* out .to you that ~ --- ■ 

is authorised by law to givejjforice only to the President of the 
United States and to the various Department heads, in Tiew of 
which I regret that the Department cannot advise you regarding . 7' ^ -* v* w V * : .i, 
the legal situation involved. It occurs to we, howevar, that . • 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special . 

Agents conUct the Highlander Director when desiring Information • 



Ser- 



ine re snouia nonn«AA; ~ 7V .i 

Agents conUct the Highlander Director when desiring information 
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re- 
plies to questions, either in the fora of stenographic recording 
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would ? yT y/'\. 
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents yySMy 
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. • : ;e 






Tours sincerely. 






‘‘v; . • 

:; v -;2V 



Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 
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HIGHLANEFB FOLK SCHDX 
Stk’XXn T OF PUBP03, FHOORrJi AM) KLICI 



\h reaffirm our faith in den ocracy as a goal that vlll bring dignity and 
freedom to all; in demrcrsxy as an expanding concept encompassir.y L”.irn 
relations froc the smallest community organization to international struo- 
tu re; and pe rejecting *11 economic, social, and political activities. 

Democracy to ns means tot .aftr.bership in the hu^an family entitles ail to 
freedom of theught end re^igfon, to e^ual rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to e< 7 aal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 
the community and to ec : ual access to public services. 

Vie hold th**t democracy is inactive unless workers 're given e full voioe 
in industry through unions; or tc~r*rs are giv*n r voice in the market 
pl^ce through cooperatives; or '‘.’here fieedcr. of thought end discussion is 
United; that democracy is outlr.wd by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation; thet thei« must be diversity of approach but each step 
rust be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act. » 

h’ith a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything thet gets in 
to way, whether it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly 
dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 
ship for democracy. Cur services axe available to labor, farm community, 
religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal. 

The nature of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 
of the students. 

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in 
accordance with tolr own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
with the .purposes of ti*» School, a staff ranter will assist in planning 
end coordinating all prograis. 

The Highlander Folk School is a ,tort*njd institution, cooperatively owned 
by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
of the School are wholly det* mined by an Executive Council composed of the 
sfcaff and recognized Southern leaders. 

Highland r Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ- 
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition. 

The times call for an affimstive program, based on a positive goal. An 
a my of democracy deerxly rooted in the lives, struggles end traditions of 
the American people must be crated. By broadening the scope of democracy 
to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation- 
ship, the a my of democracy would be so vast and so detrained tot nothing 
undemocratic could stand in its path. 



Approved by the Executive Council, April 3rd, 1950 
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HIGHLANtBR FOLK 

^/Dr. John Dc*>y 
D# Alinaky 

Mr* A Mrs, Josoph Barnes 
A Dr# A. D, Bclttol 
Mary McLeod Bethunc 
Algernon Block 
Dr. B, R. Brazoal 
Mrs. Ethel Clyde 
Rev. vatherspoon Dodgo 
Clifford J, Durr 
Korndt Eby 

Mrs. Gladys Talbott Edwards 
Gertrude Ely 
Rev, W, J, Faulkner 
Mr, A Mrs# J# R# Fillman 
Mrs# Harry Gershon 
Clinton S, Golden 
. Gcorgo M, Guest, M,D, 

Mrs /Groce T# Hamilton 
Leon Henderson 
J, Lewis Henderson 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Dr# Fleming James 
Dr# Charles S, Johnson 

i* 

Dr. Lilian W, Johnson 
Lewis Jones 
May Justus 
V r^vdo Kirchwoy 



SCHOOL SPONSORS 

>^Mra. Simon Kuhn 
X? Mr. A Mrs* Corliss Lament 
*v\ Mrs, Ernest K, L indie y 
"X A. A. Live right 
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Lucy Randolph Mason 



Dr. Benjamin E • Mays 
X> aroy McWillUa. 
p Dr. Gcorgo llllchcll 

Mrs. Lucy Sprague Mitchell 
S X^Rev. Walter G, Muelder 
Xi>r. Ro inhold Niebuhr 
> ^"jenninga Pony 

Clarenoo E, Pickott 
Dr# Walter Rautenstrouch 
Malcolm Ross 
Rev, Euge ne Smothers 
Hilda W. Smith 
P. A. Stephens, U.D. 

X Jordan Stokes III \ 

X Dr# Alva W. Taylor^ \ 
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"Dr, John B • Thompson 
Mrs# M, E # Til l y 
Dr, Willard Uphaus 
^ GorharJW^n Arkel 
X J, Raymond Walsh 
^ Hon. t lire. J, Waties Waring 
X^Aubrey Williams 
x Thomas WiHiston, M,D. 

*X Dr. Louis Wirth 
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Honorable J • Howard UcG: 

United States Attorney Ge 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ur. McGrath* _ fljQHT* I 

■ Ulss Lucy Randolph Mason, Southern ClCP^tfftli c "fee 1 at ions 
Representatiw , has suggested that 1 ask your advice about a 
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the HJL£i lander 
Folk School. Because of your own personal feeling in regard to 
discrimination. Miss Mason felt that you would understand the 
problem here and be in a position to give advios . 

The Highland© r Folk School endeavors to put racial democ- 
racy into practice ; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi- 
tion. 



We hardly expected, however, to have Negro students ns.de 
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
On October 11th I wrote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents mis 
asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying 
that our non-discrimination policy was communistic and immoral* 

This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our 
neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School. 

On December 10 th I raised this question with Ur. Hugh H. 
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Ekiresu of Investigation, * 
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought 
our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be con- 
sidered eonsnunistie by a majority of Southern people. 

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism 
by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking 
alarmed the Highlander Exe cut Council members tfio met January 22 
and 23. 




Honorable J* Howard McGrath 



Page 2 



January 31, 1951 



Council members were also disturbed by the exchange of 
correspondence with Mr* Clegg* If agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they haw not been told* Sin os 
they go in pairs, the person interviewed Is at a disadvantage* 

With this problem in mind, a notion was made by Mies Lucy 
Randolph Mason "that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter- 
views with FBI agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the 
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be 
put in writing, and shall make his replies in* writing — provided 
legal counsel advises this action* ■ 

The Council is not raising the question of giving inform- 
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person interviewed has 
the protection of a written record. Could you advise ue as to the 
legality of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in 
writing. 



We shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter* 
• Very sincerely yours. 



Myles Horton, Director 
Highlander Folk School 



F, S. I want to pass on & comment on this letter made by a neighbor* 
cc: Senator Estes Kef auver 



enclosures 



Hi^lander Folk School for immediate release 

Monte agle , Te me sse e 

-lonteagle, Tennessee • • « November 20, 1950 » • ."Our Christnas bells could 
be freedom bells if we dared include til minorities in our circle of brother- 
hood," irtyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Hi^.lander 
Folk School. 

"Freedom belle ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing 
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with 
thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said. 

"Hi^ilander's democratic program is based on^ the brotherhood of 
man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
tte freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of tbs 
immunity and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were 
told. 

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
place throu^i cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is 
limited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation. 

'The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal," 
said Horton. "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of tbB African people must be created. By broadening the scope • 
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path." 
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Tracy City, Tennesaas 
Jan.31, 19a 



Dear Myles x ^ 

This, to my G&nd, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression 
of the problem you present. X cannot see how Ur. McGrath can fail to mdex^ 
stand its significance, and 1*1 ders tending, fail to take steps toward the pre- 
vention of future trouble ♦ 

Please feel free to use m as a reference if you have such need* X an 
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your personal inte- 
grity and the high purpose of Highlander* 

I was here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused 
wonder and even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic 
intent, alliance with Russia, machine guns in the attic *id varous forms of 
immorality. People cane to me with these extrabag ant rumors, begging me to 
"do something about it." 1 did do something. X visited the school when you 
and Don Viest gave a "play-party" for the children of our conwunity. X went 
again when Jim Dombrowski started a Bible study class. T/e learned a good de£L 
about social conditions in the days of Amos and Uicah. I went to a meeting 
held after a neighbor 1 *** house had burned down and you started plans - and 
funds - for building a new home for him. X went to a Christman party where I 
helped with the children^ games and saw you play Santa Claus with a hag of 
presents. Once I went to a sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was 
sick at the time the P. T. A. was organized in your living room, but X heard 
all about it. I heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this time the neighbor* 

. ' had southing else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days* 

^ J One d$rk night, Jim went a good way to bring a doctor for <~ne of ay school 

girls in time to save her and her baby. "IdidnH know there were such good 
folks,” pne neighbor woman said. Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis, 
; s the Hursery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that 

was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family. 

All these things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for 
coming to liva in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive. 
\ In later years I have learned more of your practical program, your conoept of 

l true democracy in your policy of non-discrSmlnation, non -segregation, and your 

' actual example in living what yo\j believe. I know a minister who said, wish 

t ^ that I car» as near as Myles Horton to real consecration to tha 
| Cause of real Christianity** 
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Jan. 31,1951 
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Uyles Horten 



"Do you think Higilander is radical?* The laat time I was asked this 
question, I gave this answer which I would give today* "Tee, they are radical — 
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount," 

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and 
equal", but that there should be "liberty and Justice for all* that you are radi- 
cal, And the one who bade all men to act like brothers , made no difference be- 
tween his white children and the black* 

I deplore the reoent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did, 
that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof ot 
your communistic nature, purpose, plan arid intent. When racial democracy oan be 
cwifused with communism in the minds of F 11 agents, there is cause for alarm,* 
it seems to me. Our community has cone a long way in appreciating and under- 
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its practice of real democracy* 
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and example, 
cannot Pail to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F 8 I in which the 
school f s policy of non-discrimination .is given a red tag and lagel* 

..1th all this is. mind, I an glad you have written this letter to Mr«M<£rath. 

I hope it leads to a definite understanding which will affbet all future 

interviews. 

With best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain 

Your friend. 



May Justus 
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I Highlands r Folk School 

Uonteagle, Tennessee 
December 10, 1950 



Lr. Hugh n. Clegg 
Assistant Id rector 
Fe dp rai bureau of Investigation 
’Washington, D.C. 

X**' r Mr, Cleggi . * 

I was to read from the International Labor News 

Service that you feel that the "success of connuniam" 
can tie measured by the weaknesses of democracy. I am led 
to believe by your analysis of the situati<*i that you 
would approve the enclosed statement of policy of the 
Highlander Folk School* 

In the South, people are often criticised who belie w as 
we do here ?t Highlander that discrimination is incompati- 
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of 
your agents that the contents of the enclosed news release 
would be considered communistic by a majority of Southern 
pe ople • . ‘ 

1 sincerely trust that the position taken by you in the 
New York Herald Tribune forum is the official position of 
the F J3 .1 *, and not the position Implied by the activities 
of your repre oent? tives who haw questioned our neighbors 
regarding visits of Negroes to the School- 

would you clear this matter up for me? 

Sincerely yours. 



,a 

* 



Myles Horton 
bite c tor 
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V 1 ** ^vton 

wlroo-ur 

hi^iOn nior Falk ool 

'jsnmsses 

hrnsir £1 r* 



This will ftdoiovlod^a your letter 
.-ooorj5«r 10 # 19 SO* 

It ta* lone, boon the establiAed prosed 
c£ this i urwfcU to fviHin fSrvo amstiOg OB the 
ci&tonont. of s1_jb #nd p^rpooos of oqy or ^nl»UoM 
mil , tieneforo, ve cannot ooa*>nt on the policies 
of y>u r • tfiool* 

l.itn rejmi to tho statcaant Hat you 
nCbribubod to u ^jeoiiil AQOitt of this IHiroau* this 
trill advise th*t Z :nve oJao&d with the two Special 
Ajonta who ©*>t.te.oted yo- on 0©oet±>or 7 # 1C&0* Vhs^r 
oripiatloully deny hat you Wiosed theca the tews 
ro lease or that tuoy edt eqy stetecante t> you 
ra> toly spircuoidt*; ytw alls <>ti on* 

Very truly yours* 






U* cle/;j 

Assistant wlrootr 




■ imeami&mam jas-mmmvts* 



from Highlander 1 xecutive Council minutes 

(page 3) Jan 23 - 23 , 1951 




Horton gaw a full report on aonr reoent activities of t B I agent* who ax* 
questioning people In the community’. The agent* haw been a* king neighbor* about 
Negroes attending or visiting Highlander* Horten wad a letter he wrote Senator 
Kefauver which s-ddp in party "They (the F B I agents) have been particularly 
insistent in their questions about the attendance of Negro* a at Highlander 
session* and oonferenoe*. They wanted to know where people sleep and what goes 
on after the conferences axe over * * • I hops you can find time to look into 
this situation and do something to stop intimidation of our neighbors and the 
lnfexenoe that the non-discrimination policy of the school, which is that of the 
CIO and AFT, is communistic and Immoral** 

Hcrton continued that the agents axe going around the comnsmity tx-ying to stir 
up the people by asking loaded questions about the Negro students at Highlander* 
Meantime, Horton read a newspaper report that the assistant director of the FBI 
made a speech at the New Tork HeraUd Tribune forum in which he said discrimination 
was incompatible with democracy* Horton congratulated the FBI spokesman and 
reported a comment made to him by an F B I agent who said that & Highlander New* 
release which condemns die elimination, would be considered cocramietio by a majority 
of southern propl*. The FBI Assistant Director answered that he had personally 
checked the matter and that both agents who talked with Horton, denied emphatically 
ruaking any such statement* 



of previous misunderstandings in interview* with FBI agents, the Highlander ’ 
Director shall speak for the staff and shall aak that all question* posed by axiy 
FBI agents be put in writing, and shall sake his replies in writing - provided 



from hl^larufer ej^cutlw 



council minute a 



legal corns* 1 &d vines thin act on. Uotlm seconds d by Fall hilliast* 

j: 

and parsed* 

It mar a3.no micarated by Ulss U*n on that tte Hrector rhall write 
U.w*Atton*y Genrral Howard UoCrath and review thU situation and explain 
to him why we haw been forced to take this action; and that a copy of 
this latter shall be sent to 5#n*tor lefkuver and Klghloncfe'r Sponsor*# 
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O^ce Memorandum * united states government 

TO , DIEECTCB, FBI ATT.; CTSPECTOR L. L. IATPHUJ DATE: 3AV51 

VTXOM : SAC, KNCKV TTaT Z 

''SUBJECT: ^CCHIAMIEB FOIE SCHOOL 

UraERHAl SECDHUT - C 

(Bum# 61 - 7511 ) 

Enclosed herewith Is article -hy BICKREIir'^UBAHKS 
entltled^chool Spurs Fecial Amity to Southland" which 
appeared to the 3 / 8/51 Issue of the Christian Science Monitor. 
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c 1 1 c j.-ftrrwlte Siory •••.-« ,, * . - v- s . tirt - ri ^ t ^ Letter* by the Scores , ., 

Sf hool SnlTTN Ohe of -Mri ttortoVi lavoriU ggfig* j? Wte^ can ari* bene-" ^TT-Horton »ys hi* school is 

OpiUUl OUUi 3 itories is 'of ./a kouthwestern oil C f Tined from financed by contributions wn 

L. . - * . union local head who came to the g“ ^lander,’ many individuals, including Mrs. 

JR rt * n | school to attend a *?»£" L 0n The school ha* an imposing Franklin D. , Roosevelt. He ex- 

4\3C1H-L Amity labor questions. been ligt of gponsors, including Dr. plains that moat of the contribu- 

J sponsored by his local. Mr. Horton : John j^ wty Clifford J,, Durr, Lions come in small amounts, in- 

¥ C 1 -11 1 leai> ^ ***} 'b* S 1 ^ rker Mary McLeod. Bethune, Ledn dicating to fata ***** 

In Sniltlimnn 8 i? ad * r °** tlie KuI ^ ux ***** Henderson, Aubrey William* Dr. from people p«tty close to the 

111 UUUlllldllll in his home town. Relnhoid Niebuhr, snd Federal pass rooU of the South. 

“I didn’t say anything to hirn^at Judee J. Waties Waring. ^ He has letters by the wort 

— first,” Mr. Horton explains. But The “ school was founded in from people all over the South 

The Southern you can imagine h5s surprise when 1832 h Mr Horton and a who have attended session at 

me soutnern ^ found h is bunk pate was a the idea to Dr. Lilian Highlander. He is pleased with 

Succegg Slory lX Negro. He was quiet for -two or *“ j 0 h nsDn 0 f Memphis. Dr. *hem aU. for to him, they are 

* — : three days, but you could safe h f | Johnson gave them a building | symbols showing he is on the 

.... . . wes getting ready to boil over. . a > cout 200 acres of land— all right road. Perhaps, though, hr 

This u 1 the ninth tn a senes of Finally, Mr. Horton says, the friend **,„ left, fe proudest of a letter he receiver 

le of the nation * outstanding o5 , worker came to him and jJr.' Horton kept on. from a Negro fertilizer workei 

anomic developments, the claimed he had been “tricked. From the first the school has- in Mississippi, who wrote: 

tmebock tn the southern states. “j pointed out to him that he under attack. Even labor “I can say for myself this is the 

gathering material for these had had our folder explaining the school with some first time that I have had 1 

ones, .Mr. Eubanks traveled what school was and mat he ^JSSoS. »ut when Mr. Horton chahee to dweU together will 
to every section of the South. h ad ^ad plenty of opportunity t . . CIO school in the white and, colored friends ii 

_ , „ _ . . to find out what the school was the work: ing men began to unity. If the whole world hat 

By BickneM Eubanks before he came.’* f change their opinions. this unity, it would not be anj 



:tter* by the Scores , .. 

rtfTTHorton says his school is 



The Southern 
Succegg Slory — IX 



This is the ninth in a series of 
one of the nation’s outstandinp 
economic developments, the 
comeback in the southern states. 
In gathering material for these 
stones, Mr. Eubanks traveled 
into every section of the South. 

By BickneH Eubanks 



Monteagle, Tenn. 

Practical methods of solving 
racial problems are being sought 
at Ihe Highlander Folk School 
here high atop the beautiful 
Cumberland Plateau. 

Southern whites and Negroes, 
are being brought together in 
realistic fashion. And these whites 
and Negroes are going back out 
into the region to preach that 
racial harmony is possible. For 
they have tried to learn IroiA 
daily experience that the differ/ 

f ;nces which now seem insuhi 
nountable can be overcome. I 
The visitor to Highlander sees 
iltic in the physical plant of the 
.si 1 1 juI that looks especially ex- 
perimental. He notices buildings 
c-: simple, beautiful design (they 
'. C designed by Carl Koch, 
f mbridge,. Mass., architect). A 
r* - school for mountaineer chil- 
( .n and a library arc the only 
t 0 buildings which suggest it is 



change their opinion*. 

Leader Quit Klan I Farmers Welcomed ^ 

He shouted that he still ftlt he T he School welcome* farmer*, 
had been tricked, and that % was Jn tact m Norton ha* turned 
going home. Mr. Horton told him ^ the ^u^ion of the 
hrf would have a job of explaining ltsc jf : 0V er to an aAstant, 

tq do, because pictures of him Jc-tberine Wifiston, and i\ con- 
eating with Negroes already had j£j ltrat i n3 his efforts to bri\g in- 
been sen/ to his local. dfctrial workers and farm** of 

'The oil worker stormed out of }{ x goyth c’ocer together, r 
the 'building. For several days he b u t Mr. Horton, is not being 
thought hard. A11 this time he ove roptimistic. He ■ realizes that 
continued to attend the discus- the southern traditions of separa- 
eions, ate with the rest of tne|,- on ol r#C :s are .too strong to 
group, and continued to room I r . move overnight. Ke still |s 
wi’h the Negro. |crnfi'tnt of f-e ul’.imE'e remove 1 

He began to see that his be-| of «h-- e f "c* CTCnccs? j n spUe o 
lists had been based on miseon- I ( ^ nft n t ?tiac'-s on his school 



trouble for us to go to the poll 
and vote. Neither would there b 
any prejudice or discrim inalior 
lu Klux Klan, or hate campaign; 
| . We would have peaceJ in 

4ead of hate, tolerance inslea 
iol discrimination and prejudge. 



group, and continued to room 
wi’h the Negro. 

H£ began to see that his be- 
liefs had been based on miseon- 
ce’^ions, Mr. Horton says. 



. , , , , . „ “He didn’t know what to ex- leaders ..... 

.silooi Mat looks especially ex- pect when he got back home, but j n ansv.’fer to charges that he r 

pc .'.mental. He notices buildings vc had shown him through the utrvinc to stir up trouble in the L- 

0 . .-ample, bcrutuul design (they s j m ple method of bringing him South -this , young southerner ri 

r c resigned by Carl Koch, into contact with Negroes that he pomts to his school's statement! 

C "nendge,. Mass., architect). A had been wrong,” Mr. Horton kr bumose: > U 

f -- school for mounts' "per chil- says “We reaffirm our faith in de- if 

< ,r» and a Jnrr.ry arc t- c only “There is a sequel to this story. . m ocracy as a goal that will bring r 
t • buil rungs wnich suggest it is This oil worker went home, arid dignity and freedom to all; in 

a school. shortly after he got back a rival I democracy as an expanding con- ; 

V -p’Hr'I hv Hill Folk union tried to raid his local. Dtey *£S6t encompassing human rela- , 

~ “ “Hried to persuade this man to , t ionS from the smallest com- 

But Myles Hoi . on, who founded j oin them arK j carried on the at- I munity organization to interna- ' 
this unique institution, points to tempted raid on a racial basis. 1 UoiiaiSMvreixipLit and permeating 

the school’s record of seeking to. jj, d the oil worker defied them, *11 e^nqmic; ,0oc/al. knd poUti- ; 

lift the veil of suspicion and fear pitched in, and defeated the rival cal activities.’ 7 • 
throughout the South. Mr. Horton, union. He is now one of the town’s “Democracy to us means that 

himself a native of Tennessee, ex- outstanding leaders and a strong membership in the human ■, 

p’aitis that he has had to over-, ad' oeate of-equal rights.” family entitles all, to freedom of ; 

co ne suspicion and threats to get. And. he has quit the Klan, Mr. thought and religion, to equal r 

ihe school wl\ere it is today. Now, Horton adds. ifghls to a livelihood, educating, 

h::s bcch accepted by the motm-, r ■ ; v * . -.^^0 Ad hoaUb; to . equal, o- roorturlt/* 

taincers. and many .southerners' l uilttictl in tl parti cijate in the rculLural It . 

t.. v ui-guiumg to ftunut its sue- Hijhlandcr still h?s its foes, ol the community: and to eulal i 

cess. ' v'v. . ,. Although it is chartered by the aftess to public services. . . .”1 j 

“H .really is hard to. describe Slate o£ Tennessee es an educa- • - 

just what the sebpol MnHor- tional instilutiou, there are those A 0 * r . 

ton «says. \ou lust can t type it. ^^o claim « it is not truly a C* H R I S T/A N 1 £ A 

It’s neither one thing noranother,. gchooL, But the neighboring L rl f \ a l/ft/T OLIV- 



om man^ southern political 

>a ders.’ f* •’ I*Z-J . 



icucplcd by Hill Folk 



pitched in, and defeated the rival cal activities. ~ • 

union. He is now one of the town’s “Democracy to us means that 
outstanding leaders and a strong membership in the human . 



ad ' ocate of -equal rights.” family entitles all, to freedom of ; 

And. he has quit the Klan, Mr. timught and religion, to equal 
orton adds. ifghfs to a livelihood, education,, 

1 . irtoo Ad heallb; to equal. o '-3orturjty 



Horton adds. 

Ftnutdcd in 1CC2 

Hijhlandcr still h?s its foes. 
Although it is chartered by the 
State of Tennessee es an educa- 
tional institution, .there are those 



partieij^ate 
the comrm 
:ess to pub! 



but .a combination of iftatny.i xnpunt^jfiers point to the dayt M 
•• ‘ - achOol, which has bee i t a bo on * to 

ihe operating , policv of the childrfm And nearby coal', 

tchopl is quite He. it accept ^ — j 

adult students *mt by various. cr-J 

fc m hiSrs ca sorac^current pro’q-. f.-L iKTuRMATION cnriTAiw® 



CrtHiST/Av 5 Ci£/vct A 1 o///r.k. 
SosTo//, 



fcMhi&rs ca sornq current proo-lv-L Hu l 

*f“\Ve want only leaders,” Ji*. } j FI N 
Horton cxplaips.' ”We doft! caje* 

\4hal they are leaders 

uknt the .type oc ' 

fmicw otb- r -rir v <' ' T/--V 

'I V f ; 
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HICHUNDER FOLK SCHi 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
Buttle 61-7511 



PURPOSE 




DATE: March 13, 1951 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE £mm BY 





To submit for your approval the attached memorandum to 
Mr, Peyton Ford which is in answer to additional material which the 
Department forwarded to the Bureau relating to the captioned matter 




DETAILS 

On/ March 9, 1951, the Department furnished the Bureau 
certain material which had been sent to the Attorney General by 
Congressman /Adam Claytoa^owell, Jr., of the 22nd Congressional District, 
New York, which material had been received either .directly or indirectly 
from }fyle£\k orton. Director of the Highlander Folk School, 

A review of this material reveals that it is very similar to 
the arterial previously forwarded to the Bureau by Mr* Peyton Ford and 
which was answered in our memorandum to him dated February 26, 1951* 



photostatic copies ox this material have been made and it is 
suggested that the originals be returned to Mr. Peyton Ford together 
with our reply to him. 

A review of this material reveals that in the letter addressed 
to "Dear Friend" dated February, 1951, signed by Myles Horton, the 
second paragraph contains a statement, "What strategy prompted the FBI 
Agents to watch the school by night and to harass na ighbors with questions 
I linking Negroes with Communism is not clear," This statement can be 
! construed as a new allegation on the part of Horton that the FBI has 
j been conducting physical surveillances at night on the Highlander Folk 
i School. 

In view of this new allegation, SAC Robey of the Knoxville 
Office was telephonically contacted on March 12 and requested to 
furnish any facts relating to the allegation. On the same date SAC 
Robey advised the Bureau by teletype as follows i 



Attachment 
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Under date of February 27, 1951, the Knoxville Office was 
instructed to make no contacts whatsoever at the Highlander Folk 
School and that all the 'Agents in the Knoxville Office should be 
further instructed that no discussion pro or con should be made 
with any individual concerning the Highlander Folk School, 



Inasmuch as this allegation of Horton that the FBI conducted . 
a physical surveillance of the Highlander Folk School at nigit is 
erroneous, there ie attached hereto for your approval a memorandum to 
Hr, Peyton Ford so advising him. The material which Hr. Ford forwarded 
to the Bureau IS SiBO beidg r» Ivrn&d to him, photostatic copies having 
been made for our files. / i — 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



The Director 



D. U. Ladd 
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datb: February 27 ^ 



SUBJECT: 
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To answer the questions you asked with respect to the 

information set out in my memorandum of February 23, 1951 « which 
is attached . 

Classified 

DETAILS Declassify ofiNtfADS + 

/ 

(2 ) You wanted to know the identities of the individual s 
who h andled ya rJjius -phase s. n lathis s itiiat i on which 
arose in connection with the Highlander ^FoUT^cKo o 1 . 

The or ioinal com plaint Teaarddna-jthl^. ent ire natter... was 
received in a letter dated December 10, 1950 , from Mr. Myles Horton , 
Director of the Highlander Folk School, addressed to Mr. H.B.Clegg. 

Mr. Clegg referred this communication to the Security Investig^Hve 
Divi sion for handling * The re ply wa s p reMr^d^lu^Si^^viaprJ^//^ 
j Mflpa/ter the matter had been discussed wi th 

I Int e r nal_ _Secu rity Section. Mr . Zau ahl in. . Prior 

preparing the reply, Mr. Laughlin called the Knoxv ille Office 
and SAC Robey , after questioning the Agents who interviewed Horton 
on December 7, 1950 , advised that the Agents had categorically de- 
fied they had made the statement attributed to them by Horton. 

The reply originally was prepared for the Director l s sig- 
nature. Mr. Belmont recommended it would be more appropriate to 
reply over Mr. Clegg r s . signature . This was done. This letter was 
initialed by Messrs. Laughlin, Belmont and Winterrowd 

and signed T>y Mr. 

The second phase of this matter^ arose jphen_Mr. Roger 
Baldwin of the American "Civil liberties. luhion directed a 'letter J 
to you dated February 14, 1951 . The cover memorandum dated 
February 21, 1951, and the pro posed lette r to Mr. Baldwin, which * 
w as a ttach ed, were prepared buJt EKKKKk a fl er d_i s c us s ion wi th 
F. J. Baumgardner , Le o Z. Lapph^n^ui ^A. H. Belm oni . They were 
i hitTai ed bv ke sTreTTBBBBMHlBL Leo L . Laughlin, 7 a. H. Belmont, 

Mr. Nichols and Mr. Rosen^^^^^~ ' " *’ “ 

The t hird phase of this— sS£ua±iQja.M)as— Initiated- by the re- 
ceipt of two memoranda from Mr. Peyton Ford, Deputy Attorney General 
both dated February 19, 1951. In Mr. Forties communications, he for Lyj 

*?•“ :*/!* {J; 'El ' $ 3 h 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

warded a letter dated January 32, 1951, addressed to the Attorney 
General from Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School , 
together with certain other material which Horton had forwarded 
with his letter . Mr . Ford also forwarded the contents of a letter 
dated February 13, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General by 
Albert E . Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory Uni- 
versity, Georgia . Th ese memoranda from Ur. For d rais ed addi tion- 
a l questions which were set forth in mu meMD.rJFn^U M^Mf February 23, 
To that memorandu m, prepare d F* J . 

Baumgardner, were attached proposed letters to Mr, Hoger Baldwin 
and IFTrTTe yton Ford • This memorandum was initialed by A . H. 
Belmont , F . J. Baumgardner and 



(2) You inquired when 

viewed and who is he* 



\wa8 inter - 







J-nr? 



s reported in the 



re fe renced memorandum, the Highlander Folk School was not die 



cussed during this interview 



In addition to the above questions , you instructed 
that the Knoxville Office be advised not to discuss the High- 
lander Folk School pro or con with anyone . 



con with anyor 

M&OEN T! *r 









The Knoxville 



: j^NTl 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Office has been so instructed . 



You further instructed that the proposed letters to 
Ur. Roger Baldwin and to Ur. Peyton Ford , which were attached 
to my memorandum of February 23, 1951, both be changed • 



Both of these letters were changed pursuant to your 
instructions . 



ACTION 



. The Security Investigative Division sincerely regrets 

\ that a situation such as this did arise and you may be assured 
\that every endeavor will be made to profit from this experience. 










EDWARD S C.REtNBAUM 
HERBERT * WO Lrr 
MORR'S u. ERWST 
SAMUEL J. 8CHUR 
ALEXANDER LIKDEV 
JEROME HANDLER 
THEODORE 5 JAETIN 
LEO ROSEN 
HARRIET E. PILPEL 

william r. woLfr.jR. 



Greenbaum, Wolff & Ernst 

285 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE MUPPAV MILL S-IBSE 



March 14, 1951. 



Mr. Louis B. Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Lou: 



I received a letter from 



whom I do not know, with respect to alleged 

o 

improprieties practiced by the FBI agents in relation to the High-^. 
lander Folk School, of Monteagle, Tennessee. I am sending you 
herewith copy of a letter I have written to flHHHI 



/ lorro/s /trrfSrn st 



, . ‘V# 



ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED s 
DATE4^i2L_ 



RECO^- 25 

INDEXED -25 

* * 



a 7jrii- 1^ 



i MR 1 ,iS5J 



5 ' 





March 14, 1951. 



My dear 

2 have forwarded your communication down to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. It Is the kind of a situation In which the Union night 
veil be Interested. 

Has anybody from your organisation thought of going down to 
see Edgar Hoover, or one of his associates? I have great respect for 
his integrity, and above all, know that if any of hia employees have 
acted lap ix> per ly, he always welcomes an opportunity to be informed of 
the charges. Without such information no official can ever correct im- 
proprieties in his staff. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 





March 20, 1951 



Mr, Uorri9 L, Ernst 
Greenbaum, *olff and Ernst 
285 Madison Avenue 
hew York 17, Mew fork 



Deer Uorritj f ^ %. /• ' 

w’ Thank you vary muoh far writing t» Lou 
Nichols on Uaroh 14, 1951, and furnishin^^eopy 
of your latter of the name date to 

regarding the Highlander folk School • 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 



€ 



I was pleased to note you suggested that 

contact one of my associates or me 
regardinghis allegation . 1 most certainly would 

like to know the fcaeis of his complaint so that any 
misunderstanding might be clarified. 



In this same connection , I wrote to 
Mr, £o, 7 er M , Baldwin on February 26, 1951, and in 
view of your interest I am enclosing a copy of my 
letter. 



Sincerely , 

Z. i^svtr 



/, , CC: Knoxville with copies of iri6Sming& ^ 

\ , (U New Tork"0^th copies of incojtf/ge. • '* ^ •' r - 

,mv i a |i fir***; - i.k.« v 
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WAR 2 £ 1951 




Ur . Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 

Director, FBI * 

' r\ ■ ./ - 

^ighu.ndfr toll school 

I.VFOR’M TICS COSCERaim 



March 30, 1951 



g Wf I&gtf JStt- 



t •» * 



w^-h 
fe : 






r 

i JSp* 

F^rv 



t* »oote to w* .**¥*<??* oow 

^ wjWcJi t/itf Attorney General received from Luoy Randolph Uason 9 
Southern Public Relatione Representative of the Congress ef 
Industrial Organisations 9 Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 relating to the 

nr. r> s> . hn if* M({ff & timewrt tten coo v of this letter 

for our files and are returning the original herewith to you • 

/ The enclosed letter is very similar to previous letters 

received by the Attorney Oeneral from Uylss Horton, Vireotor of 
the Highlander rol* School , and Albert S. Barnett Oj <-ne Candler 
School of Theology, Rmory University, Georgia, uhtch were discussed 
in considerable detatl in ny aenoranduis to you of February 36, 1951 . 
The letter from Miss Mason is also similar to the letter from 
«rc ngr-ct;e*ian Aacrn Clayton Powell* Jr .. addressed to the Attorney 
General, whtch mas discussed in’ my memorandum to you of March 13, 
2952 . 

The matters mentioned by Miss Mason were answered 

nnAti •>' AT.n 1 •> 1 H All »«>. aMAmJa _ ^ f ^ J J. . « I. — f _ _ >. L L _ . L J 

y i n. v *yugij/ »'* my '*«?"* v i uuuu t 9 i icu t*v UUK(/C ur*U (tU UU 1 > k fjrt 

is contemplated by this Bureau in connection therewith* 
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TRUE COPY 




CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION 

79i Poplar St. H. W. 

Lucy Randolph Mason 75 Ivy Street, N.E. 

Southern Public Relations March ll*, 1951 Atlanta 3, Georgia 

Representative 

1*0 Pryor Street, S. W. 



Hon* J. Howard McGrath 
Attorney General 
Washington, D. C* 

Dear Mr. IfcGrath s 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

UNljfesJzLW sim 






As a member of the Executive Council of the Highl aider 
Folk School, I was pleased to know from Myles, Horton, the 
director, that a number of people had written’ to you concerning 
the recent visit to the School of FBI agents. 



It is very disturbing that when the FBI visits the school 
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribut- 
ing factor in confusing the School with Communism* This i® very 
dangerous, as I am sure you will agree* 



Id 






in 





In fact this whole manifestation of confusion In the minds 
of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Comnunists 
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and some 
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especially those who are 
southern and have deep prejudices - against Negroes, and often 
against CIO union people* 

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve 
years and have known the School for a longer time. I rarely 
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every 
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal 
knowledge that the School is a sound, healthy institution, 
doing a good job in helping train union leaders (AFofL As well 
as CIO). 

If high character, devotion to the workers* cause, and 
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens 
for having had some "workers* education" spells Communism, it 
can only do so with very Ignorant and prejudiced persons. 

Even though a sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer 
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing now 
as I am sure you will want to know what reactions followed the 



FBI visit to Highlander. 


4 

Cordially yours. 




/e/ Lucy Rr^flason 








ifr. Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 



Harch 23, 1951 



Director, FBI CCHTIDEHTIAL 

IGBLA NDFI2 FOLK SCHOOL ' \ . 

JUFOMATION COSCEKKIK ; 



Pursuant to your request, the attached 
letter dated Mavoh 20, 1951, addressed ts Congressman 
Adam Claytoj^Pomll, Jr*, and prepared for your 
signature, has been reviemedw 

This mill advise that me have no objections 
or changes to make in connection nith your reply to 
Congressman Powell in its present /or»i I am, therefore, 
returning the letter together mtth your other attachments • 





A 4 , 



TRUE COPT 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE" • 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
.WASHING TON . . " 

^ March 20, 1951 f ' ^ 



Honorable Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 

House of Representatives . 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Hr. Congressman: 

This will refer to your transmittal- memorandum of Feb- v 
ruary 20, 1951s addressed to the Attorney General, forwarding 
a communication, with enclosures, from Mr. J^yles Horton, Dir- 
ector of the Highlander Folk School, Mont eagle, Tennessee. 

This. material is very similar to material that was pre- 
viously forwarded to the Department by Mr. Horton, at which 
time the Director cf the Federal Eureau of Investigation ad- 
vised that he had checked into the allegation made by Mr. Horton, 
and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never • 
investigated the Highlander Folk School, ary representative of 
the school, or any other individual on the ground that the 
Highlander Fold School or the individual participated in inter- 
racial educational activities nor have the Bureau Agents in- 
quired relative to the interracial aspects of that school. 

It is noted that Mr. Horton, in his letter dated Feb- 
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega- 
tion in the following words: "fthat strategy prompted the FBI 

Agents to watch the school by ni$it ..." 

Thd^Pederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville 
office, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that 
a physical surveillance or "watch" was conducted on the Highlander 
Folk School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of- 
fice has assured the Director that 
been conducted either at or in the 
Folk School. 



Deputy 

. / 



no surveillance or "watch" has 
vicinity of the Highlander 



Yours sincerely. 



Feyton Ford 
Attorney General . 
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x. ^arcfc 12# 19-51 
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" vr~r- iTrr For4 < * • . y,;/., v . 

w Deputy Attorney Oen*r*l 

, ' • C :;Vi -V; ^ 

Di recto r„ ^ W . * — r’ 4 " \ ;-•• V ;. > \ -. r 

( ‘ tilGh'LAMVSB F0JUT SCHOOL * •- -P^ P ; : v v yv^TV-i ^ / 

in iroxxtxb* coacsnuiua 

Reference is node *° * h • V °»f 

received fro m Congreenan Ado* crT/rolattng to 

V.e S2nd Congressional 2***7:* ' ** ^.JLnmrUted to tfci« 

,/*M captioned natter «»* «* 

S %££,?%,% if iu 

the originals herewith to »«». ; ' •• 

t 2T>« enclosed r.etertal <• ^tVeaVand^*^^^* 

ssfiMsnww % SJtsz. «■«• 

Ocjnicry 1952. 

/gents to Vatch* the school by nigh*. . 

toe Knoxville Office of thU ^au^edeo 

most careful check c* n ®£ r *^efc*%«« conducted on the 
physical curve Jllance 0 ni , h t by Special /gents of the 
Highlander Folk 8td»ol***W*V'P rn0£vfll e Office 
tjhl. The Special Agent in Charge of y ^ ni(jht 

fhae assured ne that no ®“ r “® <B tfie vicinity of the 

f has been conducted either at or in tne 

Highlander Folk school* •>. . - j . 

/J ^o^er-cction is conUnplotcd by this Bureau 
recording the enclosed notorial. 

. &CA. '■’* - •• l.’ - 
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' Office Memorandum • united states government 



to i The Director 
n-ou , j). U. Ladd f] 



February S3,^jy^ | 



subject: -hgblaxder folf&cbool ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

iAi£AAAL OSUUKllI - t, 'imriM IO IIHIAI «OMrim 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
JATE^/££_BY<5E£J 



ro gnswgr your inquiries raised by my memorandum 

of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies t» 

Mr. Roger Baldwin and Mr. Peyton Ford of the Department . 

DETAILS 

Scope of the Investigation of the Highlander Folk School 

In order to clarify Just what investigation the 
Knoxville Office has conducted concerning the Mighlander Felt 
School either directly or incidental to developing full infor- 
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish to 
advise you as follows; 

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knoxville Office 
furnished the Bureau the first reported information concerning 
the Highlander Folk School . The first report reflecting 
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 1942* 

This report set forth the information on the history of the 
school and the people connected with it. The letter and the 
report reflected that the investigation was instituted only 
after numerous allegations' were received regarding Communist 
I activity at the school. No active investigation has bqen 
I made of the school since the closing report dated July 4, 

I 1943. The file fails to reflect any pertinent information 
received since that date regarding any recognisable Communist 
Party activity on*the part of the school itself; however , ^7 

allegations of Communist Party sympathy or activity have jfV 
been received concerning persons who were or had been 
connected with the school. These investigations were directed 
solely toward the individuals and not the Highlander Folk 
School . going examples of these in v estiaation^ar^a^foll owe ; 
William I fa l£er Remington, Perjuryid 

Atomic Energy Act - Appl icarv^^mt^^^^^K/I^^^^^KLoyalty 
Government Employees ; ^ curTti^l atter - C ; 

Loyalty of Governmen^Emp^wees ; 

Security Matter - Os Loyalty ' 



attachments 



RECOKDfl - ft 
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Of Government employees ; and 



£>ecur y jBUbfcer 



him recording the Biahlande 






memorandum wnich was attached to my memorandum of February 21 
1951 , the 1 highlander Folk School is not a school in the 
normal sense but merely has short session labor and social 
study clas&es usually oJLantwo sucks * duration 0 J - 44 / ! 

V- O 'U v-+yFs **F-**&b tjEyw*. • O-fc. v "* 

te^akov*e no investigation has been 
made o/ the Highlander Folk School since July 4, 1943. the 



ice made an effort to develop 




Due to the volume of applicant cases in the Knox 
ville Office, particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant 
cases, people livfhg at Uonteagle, Tennessee, have been 
contacted; however, the Agents working in that area are 
aware of the general nature of the Highlander Folk School 
and the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been made 
concerning the interracial character of the school • SAC 
Robey has aduised that he has personally contacted all Of 
the Agents in the Knoxuille Office who had worked in Mont - 
eagle and vicinity in the past year and all have categorically 
denied that they have discussed the interracial character of 
the school with anyone and that they have exerted utmost 
caution to prevent anyone from gaining the impression that 
j(the school was being investigated by the FBI • 






-it 







c 



o 



Answer to Tour Inquiries Raised in Mu Memorandum 
of February 21. 1951 . Which is Attached. 

lm Why was Horton carried on the Knoxville Key 
Figure List and why was the case closed out? 



In June , 1940 , Myles Horton , Director of the 
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an active 
part in or attending meetings held by the various Communist 
Party units in Chattanooga, Tennessee , and vicinity and 
that he formulated the policies and directed the activities 
of all the local units , as well as the of 

units . This in formation was fur nished 

On the ba^^o^tni^^^^ 
mention card was recommended and 
approved on Myles Horton • He was later listed as a Key 
Figure by the Knoxville Office • Investigation conducted 
of Horton between 1942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the 
original a 11 egation that Horton was engaged in Communist 
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25, 

1944 , the Knoxville Office removed Horton from the Knoxville 
Hey Figure List and the Security Index Card on Horton was 
cancelled by letter dated January 7, 1946 • 



2. fou instructed that the Knoxville Office be 
advised to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk 
School on any matter . 



Pursuant to your instructions the Bureau on 
February 22, 1951, telephonically instructed SAC Robey of 
the Knoxville Office to wuike no further contacts at the 
Highlander Folk School on any matter • 

3. Tou inquired, n Why did we utilise such cumber- 
some procedure to get to the bottom of charges made by Horton 
in December, 1950 ? ” 



It has been the practice in the Security Division 
i-o immediately make direct contact with any individual who 
might make an unfounded allegation against the Bureau . Jn 
this instance we didn't po directly to Horton upon receipt 
of his December 10, 1950 . letter because we recog nised hi*, 
l as a jt rouble m akei ; and felt that nothi n g woul d be gained by 
roach • We were wrong and I regret that we didn't 





go to him immediately and obtain specifics from him and 
compel him to either prove or retract his statement • 

4. Jn connection t oith using 
as a source of information , you advised 
being contacted for information on the activities of the 
Highlander Folk School • Tou asked why • 






Pursuant to your suggestions, there is attached 
hereto for your approval c proposed reply to Roger Baldwin .4 
of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed 
out to him that the interracial character of the Highlander 
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for any i 7 f 
investigation conducted by this Bureaum /- J ) 



f\ 



Cr 



) 



Memorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 19, 

1951 . Dealing with Correspondence from Mules Morton, 
Director of the Highlander Folk School 

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton 
Ford dated February 19, 1951 , with photostatic copies of 
Horton's letter and attachments to Peyton Ford , together 
with Mr , Ford's draft of a reply to Morton * This corres- 
pondence regards the same unfounded allegation that Agents 
of the Knoxville Office have construed the interracial 
nature of the Highlander Folk School as being Communistic • 
It is not believed that the Bureau can agree with Peyton 
Ford's draft reply to Mr , Horton . Our Knoxville Office 
obviously should not conduct interviews in the Highlander 
Folk School with stenographic or other persons recording 
the interview . The attached reply for your approval to 
Peyton Ford points out the reason why this procedure should 
not be followed . There is also attached for Peyton Ford's 
information a copy of the summary memorandum prepared con- 
cerning the Highlander Folk School , 

Memorandu m from Peyton Ford dated February 19, 
Concerning Correspondence from Dr* Albert E, 

Barnett of the Candler School of Theology 
Emeru University, Georgia 

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton 
Ford dated February 19, 1951, which sets forth the contents 
of a letter directed to the Attorney General from Albert B. 
Barnett which also regards the unfounded allegation that 
Agents of the Knoxville Office were investigating the 
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "that the 
free admission of Negroes as students at Highlander con- 
stituted evidence of Communist point of view," Obviously, 
Myles Horton has persuaded Dr, Barnett to write Attorney 
General McGrath in order to strengthen Horton's complaint 
against the FBI, For your information. Dr, Barnett is 
mentioned in the Bureau files , These references reflect 
that Barnett has been connected in one way or another with 
the following organisations which have been subject to 
considerable Communist infiltration . 




ip 








Southern Conference for Human Welfare - At a 
dinner held on Hay 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare at Chicago, Illinois , Dr» 

Albert E . Barnett was listed as a sponsor and speaker • 

( 100 - 10355 - 337 ) 

The files also reflect that Dr. Barnett was one 
of the members ’ of the Ad ffo'c Committee which welcomed the 
Reverend Hewlett Johnson 's arrival at La Quardia Airport in 
November, 1943 . Unusual publicity resulted from the fact 
that the so-called w Red Lea n f a rr first application for a visa 
was turned down due to the fact that he was sponsored by 
the national Council of American Soviet Friendship . (This 
crrcr.isation has been declared to be within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835.) (100-146964-1477) 

The "Daily Worker " of May 20, 1949, reflects that 
275 prominent individuals had signed an open letter urging 
that Congress reject the Atlantic Pact and called upon 
President Truman to settle issues now outstanding through 
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union • Dr. Barnett 
was one of the signers. (100-3-81- A) 

Committee for Peaceful Alternative to the 
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barnett was listed 
as an individual from Illinois who had signed an open 
letter to Senators and Congressmen urging defeat of President 
Truman's arms program . (100-364437-7) 

Mid-Century Conference for Peace - In Chicago, 

May 29-30, 1950, Dr. Barnett was carried as a sponsor of 
this organisation from the Chicago area . (100-364437-36 p.22) 

Methodist Federation for Social Action - He was a 
delegate to a meeting of the organisation held in Ohio, 

July 16 to 21, 1950 . (61-3615-41) 

Ho investigation has ever been conducted concerning 
Dr. Barnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence 
that he has been connected with organisations 
which have been subject to Communist infiltration • In the 
attached memorandum to Peyton Ford, he is aduised that Dr. 
Barnett has been misinformed by Myles Horton with respect 
to nature of our interest in the Highlander Folk School • 
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ACTION 




ADDENDUM - 2-23-51 

The Director further inquired as to why more 
complete details were not furnished in the first instance 
concerning the extent of our investigation at the Highlander 
Folk School • 

Inasmuch as the issue raised by Horton and Baldwin 
was to the effect that Special Agents of the Tederal Bureau 
of Investigation hod confused interracial education with 
communism , the background information furnished in our 
original memorandum was designed to cover that issue • 

We now realise that we did not give the Director 

( sufficient background to enable him to properly evaluate 
this situation . 



future • 



We will make every effort to avoid this tn the 



'U V'V<^' *v*j*>^ v*o^a** 
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Office Memorandum 



/ft 

UNITED STATES GOYE 



to : Director, FBI date: 5/ 4/51 

from Knoxville ^ 

[ J ' Mr. 

subject: iJIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

-INTERNAL SECURITY - C . . 

(Bufile 61-7511) ^ N.M.- 

On 5-4^1>JH|H||H^B> SA ' U * S * Treasu 'Y 
f, /Dept., and Internal Kevenuij y ' 

^ / U. s. Treasury Dept*, both assigned Chattanooga, Tenn. , 

[ voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the 
following information: 
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61-12 



^CORDED . 43 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . 43 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED & ^ 
DATE^fe 
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MAY. 7 195f 
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KX 61-12 

Both men were thanked for the above information 
and informed they would not be interfering with any 
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other 
comments were made concerning the Highlander Folk 
School. 

The above information is being furnished to the 
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action 
is being taken by this division# 



It should be noted that if a complete lnvestl^a - 
J ‘ ed_hx the Int erna_l^ey^ iiu£^g£nta 



tion 






t 



W-' 




SAC, Knoxrill. »*J 15, 1951 

Director, FBI ... .. .. , ...... ...... ... . . ... 

HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C V • 

Bum* 61-75H — 11*7 



Reurlet dated May 4, 1951, which reflecta that the Internal 
Revenue Bureau way conduct a complete investigation of the Highlander 
Folk School. 

The Knoxville Office should discreetly arrange. If possible, 
to obtain a copy of the Investigative report concerning this school fro 
the Internal Revenue Bureau. * ... 

The Bureau should be promptly advised of all developments. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date^M&lby 
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April 20, 1951 



P 



Mr, Tolson 

L. B. Nichols 

MYLES HORTON 
{#) HIGHLA NDER FOLK 




With reference to the attached letter from Herbert 
Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, there are two issues involved*/^^ */: V V / t '• . * 

The first issue - Does the FBI* consider interracial 
education as somewhat subversive and does it ask questions on 

this basis of neighbors. ’* ' V§:’ s p 

Investigation which was made in February proves this / - . .. * 

view without foundation. To re-check the matter, 1 called v 
SAC Robey at Knoxville and asked him if we had contacted 
neighbors, he stated every Agent working in that area had ; rf: 

been questioned at least twice and we had not contacted neighbors. 

Collateral to this issue is the attempt of the American 
Civil Liberties Union to force the FBI to issue instructions. 
concerning comments on interracial education. There is no need ; 

y,r such instructions since they are part and parcel of the , . b . 

u ? s operating procedures and policies. To Issue such' 
ins urudtions would in. effect admit that such. a condition 
existed. To date there Is no proven case to substantiate this. - : 

The second issue has to do with contacting the Highlander 
Folk School. . ■ 

The minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for 
Jt,n uai-y 22 and 23, 1951, which were forwarded to the Attorney 
Ge^e^al reflect that "because of previous misunderstandings 
*r interview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director (Myles . 

9 -ton) shall speak for the staff and shall Ask that all ;>/ . 

Hnns posed by any FBI agents be put in writing, and shall/; 

make his replies in writing - provided legal counsel advises 
this action." This condition is, of course, impossible, and 
on February 22, 1951, instructions were Issued to the Knoxville 
Office to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk f 
School on any matter. 



A letter to Levy Is attached. 

‘-''r. Belmont ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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April 18* 1951 



Hr. J. Xdgax Hoover /^V I/**/**- 

Director i 

Federal Bureau of Investigation - y “ r L * 0 * hl 

k^mSTVV " 84100 all information CONTAINED ZZL 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .r N “" 

Dear Mr. Hoover, DAT FoWW RY T 

I have recently reexamined the exchange of corresponSance between oi 
Mr* Baldwin and you of last February concerning the Highlander Folk 
Schools Tour letter was most certainly responsive to Mr. Baldwins 
inquiry* 



However, a careful reexamination of the correspondence leads us to 
believe that Mr. Baldwin, who wrote you in his personal capacity 
rather than as an officer of this organization, did not quite hit tl 
point which was troubling the Highlander Folk School authorities* 

The real concern of the School and of several members of our Beard, 
who have been contacted by the school authorities is that Borne ques- 
tions addressed by F.B.I. investigators to neighbors of the School 
^ led the neighbors to believe the questions were indicative of an 
j attitude on the part of these agents that inter-racial education is 
i somewhat subversive* We are confident that this does not reflect an 
I F-B.I* attitude* For do we know whether the interpretation of the 
neighbors as to the purport of the questions was reasonable or un- 
reasonable. We wonder hov/ever, whether, to avoid future repetitions 
of such incidents i it might not be possible to issue appropriate in- 
structions to your agents to guard against any implication on their 
part that intern-racial education is necessarily subversive* 
v- Ml 3* 

We note also In ypur letter of February 26 that you have Issued appre 
priate instructions to discontinue any direct contacts to representa- 
tives of the School* But again, although you were not informed of it 
Mr* Horton had not been opposed to contacts being made at the School* 
Indeed, it would seem most unwise to discontinue direct contacts with 
i the school representatives, both from the point of view of the F.B.I. 
the students, and Hr. Horton* Doubtless the F.B.I* would be ehle to 
get much better and fuller information from the officials of the 
School than from the neighbors who alone are now being contacted. 





V 



’ " C' " 

(t; 

Mr. Edgar ®ooVo*' 



-a- 



ci 



April 18, 1951 



j| I might add that I have communicated my views to Mr. Horton, and that he shares # 
.the© fully. As he states in a letter to us dated April lk, *1 have no objection j 
‘ to direct dealings with the F»B»X# on matters of internal security or in regard 1 

{ [ to legitimate inquiries. JTo purpose would he served ••• hy my failure to cooper- 1 
ate in such matters. 1 He also agrees that the real concern is the issuance of 
appropriate directives to your agents concerning comments on inter-racial educes 
tion. 

Ve should appreciate your comments# 



Bespectfully yours, 

\. 

Herbert Monte levy 
Staff Counsel 




• /’v. v r: ; y- '»•>»« >7 1-J.V-, 
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/Mr. Herbert Mont e levy • 
r Staff Couneel 
^/merican Civil Libertine Union 
; 270 *1/** r.i . 

|T|?» Terfc JO, J«» fort _ 

£«er JTr- Levy* 



April »0 9 1951 
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/ wish to acknowledge pour letter of April 18. 

1951, with further reference to the allegations of Mr* 

Myles Morton of the Bighlander Folk School.-, 

When Mr, Morton firet alleged that interractal 
education woe considered "somewhat subversive " by the FBI , 
a . nfi f° r investigation, we made a very careful check 

into the natter. We could find no basts for corroboration 
i of Mr* Morton's statement although it was qutte obvious that 

three allegations hod been widely disseminated by Mr, Morton. 
There are no facts to substantiate Mr. Morton's position 
thct FBI Agents considered interractal education as n subversive ,* 
nor did the Agents ask questions which would permit any such t»- 

3 prereion to be conveyed. In otr® of the long-standing policies 

of the FBI and the absence of any proven instances of violations 
of these policies I saw no necessity then , nor now, to reiterate 
our policy. The very thought that interractal education is 
° & C0 i* for the conclusion of "subversion" la ac far removed 
^ . % f rom the derations of the FBI that I see no purpose to be 

&\r/- v'X served in tending out any instructions on this sublect'at 

gg«i • j '> 

, f'l-r-z:- c i have noted your comment as to the desirability ^ 

Ay. of dealing directly with the Bighlander Folk School. Thii & 

//A * s exactly { what we did do on the /ccasion of our last contact 

f / wi th Mr. Merton fit lias always Mein my-'Wl'ew 'that the m&it 

: ^ / tt s accurate ia/arffloilo«'*co» be obtained .directly from the i .77 

r ;. 4 &Z )//*/ interested parties: rather than from indirect inquirfe^?* ^ ' V 



r *40ji )//}/ interested parties: rather than f pen thd tract inqiiirfe'b+ x ^ 
highlander Executive Council 9 however, at tzk^isetfhgg 

* r ' : SAC , Jiewlori (With copy if inc 6 «? 

WM SAC > "Xnoxvill* (With^copuof inching) <X> V' : ^ 

M$, Ur. Bei}ion^p^/gBiV W V^CSn 






-v ''v & -c 
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Mr. Berber* Monte Let/f April MO, 1951 

Staff Counsel 

American Civil Liberties Untom ; • ' '• 

170 fifth Avenue - 

Keio fork 10, few fork 

Ik January, 1951 , set up impossible conditions for the 
conduct of interviews to which this Bureau could *dt 
accede, and accordingly we had no other choice but t# 
refrain from contacting those connects with the school 
in natters in which they night he helpful • 

J appreciate your cdl ltng this natter to ny 

attention* 

With best wishes and k tnd regards. 

Sincerely yours , 

S K IdXftT fiMTW 
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SAC, KnozulU* 



May 24, 1951 
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Director, FBI . a : v 
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HI Ofl LAS DEB FOLK SC700L 
INTIRKA1. SrCOBITT - C- . . *•' 



/u~ 
< /<— 



JSOurlet Hay 11, 19510 



■ v ^“ j «r 
>v 

. • «_..W . -.A- 



Purauani to your request, thara are being enclosed 
herewith two eoptes of each of the two photographs which 
you forwarded with referenced letter • ho steps ehouldbe 
teten ct this tine to identify the individuals depicted tn 
these photographs • however, they should be placed with 
your file in the captioned natter for possible future -■ 
identification if further investigation of the Highlander 
Folk rZchool is authorised by the Bureau. ; 
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Mr, Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 
Director, FBI 

o 

RfGOPnrn highlander folk school 

w ™tD - if; INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Isll-lqO 



Mar 12, 1951 

-06Ng 3DBNTI * b - ■ v ; 



T . , - t , : : 



v* 



Reference is made to the memorandum dated 
May 3# 1951, which the Attorney General received from 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., attaching a letter 
dated May 1, 1951 ■ and a New To rk •Coopas** newspaper 
article dated Aprll^ ~~ * * “ 

Senator 

T reTatTn^T^TBe^Sp^oned 
matter. ft* nave maae pnotostatlc copies of this corres- 
pondence for our files and art returning the originals 
herewith to you. 

The enclosed material makes the false allega- 
tion that the FBI Is harassing the Highlander Folk 
School because of its interracial «h#raot.r. tm® - 
allegation was originally made to the Attorney General 
by Myles Horton, director of this school and, since then, 
several individuals have written to the Attorney General 
in a similar vein. This previous corresoonder.ee has 
been discussed in our memoranda to you dated February 26, 
1951, March 13, 1951, and March 28, 1951. 

No further action Is contemplated by this 
Bureau regarding the enclosed material. 
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ter 17, 1951 





Konorabla Henxy Cabot tod£i, Jr. 
United Sides San&te 
leahington, D. C. 

Ky deer Son* ton 



this Is in response to your not# ofjga; 
ehlch rafarred a letter and enclosure f ro* _ 

* OT 

■«*• ; .,, _ 7 ; • r \ V : & 

the ar.elosu re of^|HHHV?*tt6r Is an art! els 
from the •Dally Compass* ©^pril3o7l951* *blch suggests *- 
tUt agents of the federal ^yreeu cf Investigation of this 
Debris ?.-nt have harassed tue Hl^hltnder Fclk School of 
^cntoa^le, Tennessee, 

#*y I rttpsnire you for the benefit 
thr-i euch a pu^t:eutlon la absolutely false nrd without any 
foundation whatever. I* you know, the ft I Is strictly an ' 
investigative organisation, in fact es wall as policy, and In- 
dulges In no harassment. - ? .:. . ^ 

In accordance *ith your rar.ueet, I aa returr.lng^|^P 

^11^^ letter ar.d enclosure* 

■ r * , r . ... ' * 

, J* ' k •._■•. 

Tours sincerely, 

- ■ 1 st\ 

*2JTCN FWID 

V 'V " *' ■■ ■ ' '' * V ; " ?■ 

... . Peyton Ford .. . „ : \ 

Deputy *t torn ey General 
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Vr* Herbert Uonte Levy 
Staff Counsel 

American Civtl Ltbertte e Pnton 
270 ^ucnu# 

JTea> fork 10, New Tork 

Dear Mr* Levyx 

Tour letter of Hay 13, 1951, addressed 
to my Secretary , has been referred to my attention 
end in accordance with your request, I am enclosing 
a copy of my communication to you of April SO, 1951*' 

Tou may be sure that I am glad to be of 
assistance in this instance and if I con be of 
further aid do not hesitate to communicate with me • 
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Diretckor's letter to Hr. 



Levy of 4-20-51 • 






_ // y 

*J/Z - 







5' J Ok i V'V 

W AY 25 4051‘f J* *1 

..ma m ■ 

^ ' j e; JUNi 5 1»li 









\ 






A 



OTAMCMMOI 



I* ' 

Office Memorandum • united states government 

to i DIRECTOR, FBI dath: June 22, 1951 

/ 

' TmiS,. ; SAC, KNOXVILLE 

subjects HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

(Bufile 61-7511) 



Jit, 



He Bureau memorandum dated 5/15/51 to the 
SAC, Knoxville. 

■■■■■■■■■■■Vint 

Revenue, Treasury Department, advised agents of this 
office on 6/14/51 that as of that date no investiga- 
tion of the Highlander Folk School has been instigated. 
However, he stated he anticipates in the very near 
future that his department, along with Special Agents 
of the Treasury Department, will conduct a full in- 
vestigation of the income, expenses and operations of 
the Highlander Folk School and its personnel. 



He stated he would keep agents of the 
FBI Informed of the progress made in this and would 
be willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the 
results of such investigation. 



r 



A, - ■ 



This Division will maintain contact with 

|and will keep the Bureau advised as to the 

progress made in the investigations by the Internal 
Bevenue Department. 



61-12 
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STANMMD PCHM MO. M 



Office Menioi 



TO i Director, FBI 

FROM^ SAC, Knoxville 

SUBjECT^aiCSHLANDKR FOLK SCHOOL 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Jt 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: October 16, 1951 
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Eelet from Knoxville to Bureau dated 8-13-51- 

Revenue, 

Treasury Department, Chattanooga, Tennessee, advised an agent of this 
office on October 13, 1951, that as of that date no action had been 
taken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury 
Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk 
School or any of their personnel. He again stated he would immediately 
advise agents of this office of any information developed as a result 
of his investigation. 
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Office Mem„. • united si 



T0 * DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM , SACf KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



SUBJECT: HIC-HLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

ReKxlet dated 10/16/51. 



r 



GOVERNMENT 




DATS: J+/21/52 

G.I.R-0 



On April 1952, ern&l 

Revenue, U. S. Treasury Department, advised that no investi- 
gation has as yet been conducted of the Highlander Folk 
School and Its personnel by Treasury Agents. He added that 
because of a desire by the Internal Revenue Bureau to look 
into the tax returns of gamblers and racketeers his office 
had been ordered to discontinue any investigation of the 
Highlander Folk School for an indefinite period of time. 

He advised that he would notify the FBI in the event that 
investigation was to be conducted at a future date. In 
view of these facts this case is being closed administratively 
by the Knoxville Office pending receipt of this advice from 
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Mont eagle, Tenn. 
July 31, 1953 




Mr. J • Edgar Hoover, 
federal Bureau of Information . 

. Washington, D. C. 

Dear, Mr. Hoover; 

*« — _ J J J J 1 . ***• . .1^.' 

A y 1 at ®r»xir»y u cw »v • •*** ****•' ? 4 - 

Hig hlander f olkS^SchopJ* about ptree nilee of Monteagle , 
is~TTel ieced by *any citieen* around bere, to be one o/.tae 
hottest beds of Conmunie t teaching in the United States,^ 
jt eeens they get a half bushel of mail a day. People 
around here can't understand vhat it all means. 

They have been here for years. They claim they are here 
to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any 
one around here they have helped. * -* 

, M . .L T Vamn •#-!»/« ^ { + i ft fl 

It to evxaenz xo me, j ru m. i/rtu*, * v-— - -- -- - 

communist center , What can be done about it? Who has # 
the authority to act in finding out about it? 

Sincerely ^ l . 

/s/ W. A. Swift 

P.S. This is a confidential letter. 

/s/ Rev. W. A. Swift 
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utf tk( utiMi akdk pmpfd 
appreciated* 



jr#»r comment pat fen are 



In view ef the oMt«»t« •/ |Mr letter J mm 
the Special Agent in Charge ef ear Xnoxvflle <V/*B# *B Y 

4^e»t ••■tact yen t» Uf mear /dture* v % '^ ? s • 
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2ec • SiC, Bnoxpflle (W/Snclc 



Sincerely 

^ f ^ - ■ ■ it.:-' . Z V IS 3 *. 



John Idpar Beooer 
tfrtetiP v” 



6 L 1^3 



Bureau files re fie ft Mat is Becemher 29i& *k*% 
correspondent communicated with the Bureau concerning ^0rnfie 7>i 
deJinouency matter* and mao a//erded a cordfai acknow2ehg*n$Mt* 

L*' *, 

fhe letter •/ acta ovletf ye meat fe being maf le#4»i CL-V*^ 
plain envelope inasmuch go Swift indicates that he desires 
t d ent tty be kept Confident Ul« * ’ • ' • ^ / <■. ^ g ~ > " 

. Bureau /iiee fefleot that a 



• r the ^gi ghl an d JEelB. School was closed fn 
--file ii~22p ''inasmuch as no evidence was dev cToped" that the 
school man Cemnunfet controlied er domijttCta^* ^ fhe file* do 
not'dtsols'fe pertinent information received • fnd*jJ/»o>t date 



ci^lty investigation -t ’ 
n 1 9 tiJ*?k» 6 ? oi lie >- ■ *, *; 
devr5fp*d^thoi the v w 
***., The files do 
vedr s In do i | fiat da t e .#?£ 
ftf^^art echeei; 

e or Bad been 



indicating Communist Party activity pH cart ej*1m 
however # allegations ef Ccmmuniet Party s yrfpath** a 
have been received concern ing persona who were or nod 



Jtfts 



connected with the school « 
1 COMM - f 5 T 

- AUGT^^J; 
P :a S/^'"' MAILED 30 
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m regard to the Highland folk school Bureau 
teletype to Xnoxvtlle dated February 97, 1961, tuetruoted 
Xn exville te advise mil mgemte that me dieoueeion fife*- 

should be made mith may Udlvidual eencernUy 

*wr*au i*tt*r <iat#rf Bay 16,-1951, Requite ted Xhbmtts 
to discreetly obtain m copy t ef the Bureau of Xnterjml tevtnt^ 
investigative report concerning the school 4 It io.hoted 
that a number of oontaoto were made with theAnrehm 
Be venue for tM* purpose* By letter dated April Bit 
Xnoxvtlle reported that the Bureau of Internal Aevenue tmyiswiga- 
t ion of the school had been poetponed and the Bureau of JUtemml 
Revenue mould advice Xnoxvtlle Office in the event tha t 
inveetigatien mao conducted* , • 

In v tew ef the contente ef . the oir respondent ^ 
communication you are requested to designate an *geh%$9j& 
discreetly contact the correspondent a o soon as possible and 
obtain from him the basis and substantiation for the allegations 
made ia hie letter hearing in mind the. Bureau's instructions of 
February B7^ ^1961, ' ‘here tabs fere -men tiened »< ^ ’ 

jn regard to the correspondent's inquiries set out tn t 
his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent , 
information relating to subversive activities eheuld he furnished 
to tii* FBI inotauc* at the FBI has been given the generally ■{&§%■■■ 
reeponeibilitiee for the investigation of subversive wimiMi 
•Itftin the United States under the security program $eftmed^ * 
by Executive Orders and Congressional enactments ^ 

Mo investigation should bs conducted in conn sot ton 
vftft tii* correspondent 's allegations without securing specific" 
Bureau authorisation as set ferth in the Fxnual of instructions. 
Section S7~C, SA % 

T he results of the interview should be promptly 
furnished to the Bureau with reference being made te . % . r „ 

letter* l v 'T ;/ -o V ' 

.-■> * > v ?>•:•. *m*4 

■ ' >* * y V ■ - -1' V 
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MR. D. M • LADD • 
MR. A. B. BEL'*' OUT 



August 25, 1953 



S TT ~ JECT : MYLES HORTON 

(Jenner Cot*" it tee Request) ‘ ’ v 

^ Jenner ^rnmitfee reque sted 'inarre check oi^torton. Southern 

Conference Educational und. Inc.. June “ 



Horton long-time heed o f_ nigh 

Under * oik School . Monteag le. Ten nessee. Ciode 'associate of known • 
Communist Farty mem’-ers. Active ^n *“ > outhern Conference for Human Welfare 
(SCHV/), 8 cited organization end outhsrn Conf erence^^duca tional Fund 
fSCFF), successor organization to SCHW.# Horton Bnd ^on *Ves£, known 
Communist, were ^rincinel organizers of ^rogra^ highlander Folk School" 
when letter organized in 1932. In December, 1950, Horton in letter t<&; . 
Mr, v legg accused ^uretu Agents of questioning neighbors cf Folk Schbo^,.' 
regarding visits of Negroes to School and also of stating that a ^ress^ 
release released by School would be considered ommunistic by a majority 
of southern neo^le, Horton msde similar charges in letter to Attorney 
General, Senator Estes ^efauver, to the r>ress and to others. Horton’s 
allegations found by bureau to be filse. Horton in letter to Attorney 
Oeueral stated that the Council of the School was considering the 
procedure for future interviews with ^ureau Agents, i. e., of having the ^ 
Director* of School only s^eak for entire staff end of having ell 
questions ^osed by Huresu Agents ^ut in writing. Director of School to 
submit replies in writing. Subsequently Knoxville Office instructed to 
he*'© no further contacts whatever at A oik School. Present review 
limited to rr.ain files on Horton and Highlander Folk School, 8nd summer#? 
report dated October Lf, 19b 7, concerning SCHW which was nre^sred in 
accordance with Executive Order 9^35 snd which contains summary on Horton 
TI S«*e f1 references since that summery were also reviewed.-::* Horton was re- 
ported instrumental in starting the Workers A llier.ce, 6 signeted by the 
Attorney "enerel Pursuant to Executive ^rder 10!i50. 



That the attached •remora nd urn be forwarded to the Jenner 



Co^ittee. 

Art? c’- An ^ 



1100-11615; '61-7-11 ) 
1 - Kr. ^i chols 



\U^ r JjL/J-Z 

1 not recorded 
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^mong Our Neighbor s . . - : . * yiy-'' W 

Pastor Swift/ Wife Did a Lot ;6f ; Hefj^|: 



Lovable Couple 
,' Now Retired 
After 60 Years 

S *y GORDON H. TURNER 
®Uff C«rr«*portdent 

MOIVT EAGLE. Term.— Much of 
the South uid nation and in fact 
a lot of the world would not Cm 
t»*o «*m*» it not bqen 
tor a MjvaoJe, reuned couple now 
fcappUy living in retirement here. 
High above the world’* His, 

^ which they have done a lot to 
heal, are the Rev. W. A- Swift, an 
all-time famous Methodist preach- 
er and his wife, the former Irene 
T Keiaer, Both were born and roared 
' mat far apart in southwest Ken- 
tucky durire tte latter quarter of 

I ■"Pastor Swift" had written me 
r they were “retired,” aad that they 
a; tit--. After 
^e-v-angtltonff and holding a doxen 
W **j pastorales in many Hates, 
a pretty home here 
* 10 year* ago and settled down, 
fret f rom no*, on, of routine pro- 
ftssj^ea! duties. 

AfitMtec V«n 

I?-i. if. -. Swift has attended to 
the ii.uouE Sunday school assem- 
*Jy programs here for SO year* 
(with her husband since the early 
XKi.iv W.tl, ti ch an acquaintance, 
to w.y no<ixing: of continuing 

■’ervlitvSJf ro-rcroondence, reading 
from a large personal library, and 
-filling In a thousand and one little 
0*11* and cl ore* around bare — the 
f «emple is yet quite active. 

At tnptr Invitation by letter, l| 
jC-Knt a recciit unfcTcttablc day 
wIGi this reicarkablt: couple 

( wfce’r J had nevrr before met, and 
'jfor whops a doaen stories couldn’t 
‘do hA**-v He did me the courtesy I 
erf cocr.plimenUng my good-will 
. c .. c . m usute, and my cob 
r,vKUrJt y seeker, 
ouaeauso tot me to write thi ‘ 

^ Swift describe d hardships Ion) 




MONTEAGLE, Term.— T1 
just inside the world famous 
Inglewood. .• 

[ago and when he served as school 
'janitor to pay feds way through « 
small college. 

"When I was born there were, 
no electric lights or pnvad roads, 
much leas automobiles in Ken- 
tucky," be recalled. “But un- 
wagons, spinning wheels, and 
homemade clay lamps were com- 
mon." 

He told of “dropping" corn, then 
msftag wi euJti vaUpt it with 

- 0 ae*ng * Thru* to 

tonta * >■■■, MM Are* 

’►*»* 



—Staff photo by Gordon K T 
Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Swift stand in front of their j nuily 1 
•ol assembly grounds here. They have namsdTJMl 




enu a w— ™ y ■ 
a to school, ana ptttMlb 

•-Any rfffig f: 

(ointments, often go* *■ pttM »» 

-> JTMrtJWX. «. — 
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B AIf fee Prised* , 
mv-dad «u ) 

er until be lost all be bud as 
■ity an note* for friend*. 
l. never got > cent from borne 
rd Ue educe ti on. 

■vnt winter X bed but One pelr 
’ eocbe to my une and washed 
them out et night to wear next 
day," be declared. "But before I 
married X had croaeed the Atlantic 
ocean three times and traveled in 
all the world's continents except 
Australia." 

It was actually in the middle of 
the Atlantic while on a trip to the 
Boly land that he met the girl he 
was to marry in 1909. Their oldest 
' LUghter, II ary Elisabeth, died at 
ire ft and oldest son William -was 
illed In an automobile accident 
[ age SO. These losses were par- 
tly made up, however, for 
leaner (now Mrs. John R. West 
f Nashville) soon came along 
id then later within a matter 
of miautes of esch other, Thomas, 
«"'* V«'jorie arrived to 
place the Swifts as the only known 
' "Methodist pasted! parents of trip- 
lets in the world? || 

: First Home Service 

W. A-’s first sermon was at his 
» home church, Mount Carmel, near I 
< Murray, Ky. to 1896. Before re-i 
* tiring a decade ago be held many 
. pastorates, including also churches 
; to Little Rock and TexarkadW, 
Ark, MAiion, Hi, St Clair. Mtt., 
and Miners burg, Ky. An editor ftf 
church papers for 11 years, 
rr.do-rr two Methodist c 
leges (Kentucky Wesleyan and 
Athena, Ala.), and had the dis- 
tinction of clearing several towns 
and cities of the "filth of alcohol j 
and Indecent shows and carni- 
val*-" 

This man accumulated what 
may have been the largest person- 
al library of any fellow-preacher 1 
to the country and though he had 
glVen away or aold nearly all of| 
It, he recently counted more than 
J 1000 volume* left Too, he has aJ- 
• way* had a big correspondence 
m and today values among keep- 
• a^kes a personal letter to him 
• frtkn King Edward VII, three from 
9 King George VI, and onl from 
9 new <Jueen Elisabeth IL 
♦fGaJ. J. P. Allay A Start 
? Am benefactor of the late J. P. 
« Alley Br., creator of Hambone’s] 
$ meditations who grew to be one 
< of America's greatest commercial 
artists). Pastor Swift is very 
P’-r-ui While bs was preaching at] 
(Asbury Methodist in Little Rock, 
wi w^ta, came to him 
[for help. Swift got him a good 
‘eJinb, took him Into his home for; 
- {free board, slept to the same bed 
■with him for two years, gave him 
money to take an art course by, 
mall (only training be ever bad) 
and watched him rise to fame. 

Later Alloy's were the only car- 
toons ever to hang on the walls 
“ the U, 8. capltol in Washington 






x EakTtnd Ito * appear to* 

jLCsduc u-tg^sine. As a 



the poly created out of 

'hr a iamouf 
tSfnssnrtr, 



This la a photo of the Swifts’ triplet children, made when the 
trio graduated from Jackson city high school. 



for the Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal, he considered changing to 
one of the nation’s biggest dallies 
at a tripled salary but Swift ad- 
vised him to remain in DixJ|y Be 
did, and in Little Rock became a 
great lay. leader and Bible teacher 
In Asbury church. Swift per- 
formed Alley's wbdding ceremony, 
tod Then be died a few years 

B o. was called to prepch bis 
oeral. 

The Swift triplets, parent-like, 
ire biasing their own brilliant 
trail*. Bora to Lexington, Ky., 
they graduated together at Jack- 
ion (Tenn.) high school under 
Lrindpal D. E. Ray and the late 
P. B. * Hams then dty superin- 
tendent They literally worked 
their way through college — not 
One each but up to two, three, and, 
bore, all with exceptional records.! 

Thomas attended Lambuth, 
(Jackson, Tenn.), the University of 
Tenn„ and Ohio State, and 1* now 
a graduate chemical engineer to 
Houston, Texas. Margaret grad-' 
uaUd from Wesleyhn (Macon, 
Ba). Scarritt to Nashville, and 
hen from Columbia to New Tork 
Jity when 1U president was Gen- 
ral Eisenhower, later dbe at- 
ended the Universities of Michi- 
gan, California and Peiping, China 
the served as a missionary to 
Thins until the Communists took 
iver and Is now field -director of 
he American Red Cross to JapanJ 
Marjorie graduated from Lam-f 
iuth, Peabody college, and then 
r j»sB^N|orlbw«e^?r - ^plvcrslty >ti< 



with a PhD. degree. Now with a] 
top-spot on the University of Ala-; 
bams faculty, she gets back here 
more often than the other chil- 
dren to visit the family. 

The 8wilta hosted me 'through 
their big borne "so cool to summer 
that we always sleep under blank- 
ets." He has a vegetable gardez 
(mostly bean* and tomatoes now) 
and in lovely flower beds, da hli a* 
are a specialty. There are anougl 
beds to the big bouse "to sloe) 
several families," and with tw< 
kitchens. J got the idea that mos 
of the time ft is open boose fo 
friends from everywhere. Just fin 
ished on the backside is a tin: 
guest house as modern as toner 
row, which they plan to Ant b 
assembly visitors phen not oast 
as their own guest bouse. i'j 
Philosophy on World ~* i 

Strolling In the garden 'fti 
who has been a student of i 
eminent and world affairs f 
boyhood, gave me his ; 
of current conditions. 

“The world, since I i 
{has Improved very fast materially 
but constantly drifted morally," b< 
said. "But if wen yet Amwrio* 
really turned to God in practice w 
well as theory, we can overcome 



into a great spiritual awakenim 
that would bring untold matsria 
blessings to all. If we don't, I tea; 
communism will win out and at 
the world back a th o u sa nd yuan 
or perhaps even destroy ctvfl toa 

Hm, MmU* OMMS 

~ — tthp m o w m As 
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Bureau letter to Reverend V. V^BWIFT, Monteagle, Tenn essee , 
dated 8-6-53. -'[Li ' x '~~‘ 

J^iT » 

Monteagle . 



HIGSLAN DHE FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

•j-isn-ton 

t ~ 

-6-53. 



Rev* WILLIAM ALPHEX-ig^ SWI FT * Monteagl e, Tennessee , was intervleved 
at his residence by Special Agent 8-19-53* Rev. SWIFT 

advised that he Is a retired MethodiB^HnlBter^ol years of age, and that 
he has resided at Monteagle, Tennessee, for the past 10 years. Rev. SWIFT 
reported that the Highlander Folk School which is located on highway "between 
Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee^ was reportedly founded during the early 
part of 1930 "by a nan namep/fiOMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT* stated that he did not know 
DCMBROSKY’ s first name ana that he had never met DCMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT advised 
that DCMBROSKY is no longer connected with the Highlander FI lk School, hut that 
he Is reported to he sympathetic with the Ccranunlst. Rev. SWIFT stated that he 
"believed DCMBROSKY to he sympathetic with Communism "because of newspaper accounts 
linking DCMBROSKY with strikes which were oc curing all over the united States. 
Rev. SWIFT stated that he had never heard any c ancients made either hy or accred- 
ited to DCMBROSKY which would lead him to believe him to he Communistic and he 
stated that he had not received any reports of any activity on the part of 
DCMBROSKY other than the newspaper accounts of DCMBROSKY participating In strikes 
which would lead him to believe that DCMBROSKY was sympathetic with Communism or 
any subversive organization. 

I Rev. SWIFT stated that he has "been informed that the Highlander Folk 

, [School Is reportedly operated under the leadership of a man hy the name of 
^ HORTON, first name unknown. He said that he has never met HORTON and does not 
.know anyone connected with the Highlander Folk School either In the past or at 
the present time. He also advised that he has never visited the Highlander Folk 
School and has never associated with anyone who hae frequented the Highlander 
Folk School or associated with any of the Individuals connected with this school. 
Rax % . SWIFT advised that he has no direct Information regarding the Highlander 
Folk School or any of Its past or present personnel. He stated that his only 
information concerning the possible sympathies of the Highlander Folk School } 
with the Ccwmunist Party or other subversive organization Is In the form of } 
hearsay information. Rev, SWIFT was asked far specific information even in the 
form of hearsay upon which he baedd his opinion that the Highlander Folk School 
was Cc&munistic in nature. Rev. SWIFT advised it is his opinion that the High- 
lander Folk School was dominated "by Communist Sympathizers on the Following^ 
events. 
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Rev. SWIFT stated that sane time during 1952, he observed Mr. HGRT0V, 
Highlander Folk School Director, throw away a copy of the Romanian News, 
Sunday Edition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Rev. SWIFT stated that 
HORTON discarded this newspaper in the Poet Office of Monteagle, Tennessee 
and he reclaimed the newspaper far Information purposes. Rev. SWIFT stated 
that after reading this edition of the Romanian News, he considered It sub- 
versive in nature. 



Rev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Folk School has claimed for 
years that the purpose of their location at Montea gle, Tennessee is to assist 
the mountain people In that vicinity. He stated that he has been visiting in 
Monteagle and vicinity fear the past 35 years and has lived continually at Mont- 
eagle, Tennessee for the past 10 years. He stated that in visiting with moun- 
tain people in that vicinity, ha has yet to find anyone who has stated that 
anyone connected with the Hl$i lander Folk School has assisted the mountain 
people In any way. 



it . 




said that! 

I alvised him seme time ago that the 
School was made u p of Communis t Sympathizers. Rev. SWIFT ad- 
vised the Interviewing agent that not elaborate on the comment 

and did not give any reason or basl^ro^Sklng this remark. 



^^^^^Rev^wro^ls^advleedthat he had been Informed by^ 

High lander Folk schoolwa^^Tiot 

Ts^orCcSunist^^iSv^svn^Tas un able to f urnish any additional Information 
regarding the comment and stated thatfllBJ^had not elaborated on this remark. 
He also stated that he has seen extremoi^large quanitles of mall being delivered 
at Monteagle Post Office to representatives of the Hollander Folk School. He 
stated this mail canes from all over the world and a great deal of it Is in the 
form of air mall and special delivery mall. Rev. SWIFT stated that he cannot 
understand how any school could receive this much mall unless it vaB engaged In 
sons sort of Illegal or subversive activity. 



Rev. SWIFT also advised the Interviewing agent that he had been informed 
by several mountain people, names unknown, that while doing day labor on the 
grounds of the Highlander Folk School, they had learned that there was a building 
on the ground of the Highlander Folk School called the Film Center. Rev. SWIFT 
stated these people had advised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School 
personnel were allowed to enter or go near this building. He stated that he had 
no other information regarding the building, but it seemed rather suspicious to 
him that a school would be so particular In maintaining a building and its con- 
tent? in such secrecy. 

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. T. BLACKWOOD, a retired Methodist Minister 
who is 91 years old and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had commented to him 
that the Methodist Church which was located in the immediate vicinity of the 
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tt a gVi i g> nj ay tqTJt gchool had been forced to closs its doors . B©T« HT A 0glJfyi*> 
informed Rev. SWIFT that this church vas forced to close its doors due to 
the distractions offered by the Highlander Folk Sohool personnel. He report- 
edly stated whenever a church service vas In progress, the Highlander Folk 
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the 
children on hikes or rides through the woods and in this method distract 
them from the church services. 

Rev. SWIFT advised that the Hl$gilander Folk School personnel were 
acting as spies in the different churches In the vicinity of Monteagle and 
Tracy City, Tennessee. When asked to explain what he meant by this, he stated 
that they attend a church service without invitation and the next Sunday they 
would go to seme different church. He stated that to his knowledge, they have 
never caused any disturbance at any of these churches, but that they do not 
continually go to the same church in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City. 

He was asked specifically why he thought they were acting as spies and he could 
offer no exp 11 nation other than the fact that they did not attend any church 
regular ily. 

Rev. SWIFT also advised that he had heard. Bounce unknown, that several 
manufacturing establishments had refused to build in the vicinity of Monteagle 
or Tracy City because of the Cccanunistic leadings of the Hl^ilander Folk Sohool 
which vas located in the Bame vicinity of Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee. 
They reportedly stated that they did not want to build near the Highlander Folk 
School because the school would continually be causing trouble in the form of 
strikes. 



Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additional information 
other then what vas related above. He stated he believed the school vas a "hot 
bed of Communist" and he based this opinion upon the several events which are 
related above. Rev. SWIFT advised he was unable to furnish any additional in- 
formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the farm of hearsay or 
otherwise. Rev. SWIFT was orally advised that all pertinent information relating 
to subversive activities should be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has 
been given the general responsibilities for the investigation of subversive acti- 
vities within the United States under the Security Rrogram defined by Executive 
Orders and Congressional Enactments. He vas informed that if he received any 
additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should 
immediately notify the Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Closed. 
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BnSRRAL SICX3HHT - C," reported th* rorolt of the iatwrrlow 
with SeTerend VITJJAM A. SWIFT. 
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SAC , Inoxvill e 

Director, TBI (61-7511) 

/CL. 



September C) 53 
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INFOHl'A TJ OK COD CZRXIUQ 

jp INTERNAL SECOkITT) . '..f 

_ y/z ^ A. i /?/ / P~pL f( '■S ' 3 g o 

SeBulet dated August 6, 1953, direct#* to tfc# 
captioned indiyfduaj, ifonttfapiffj renneeeee, copies of 
wftie* were deeipnated for your office with the request 
that the correspondent be interviewed • 



Examination of Bureau files fails to disclose 
the receipt of the results of your contact • Tou are 
requested to formard this information to the Bureau at 
onoe • 



In the event these data have been submitted to 
the Bureau, please furnish the date and caption of your 
communication' 





Director, FBI ggaETgRjg) MAIL 



U/28/53 
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SAC, rnoiTllle (100-00) 
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H3LHLAHDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Thtaabneil Sketch 
3HTERHAL SECURITT - C 

He SAC Letter 53-72- 




There are no known subversive organizations within the KhoxvlU# X 

Division purely local In nature, nor are there any national headquarters For 
such organizations in this division; however, the Highlander Folk School, ' v 

Monteagle, Tennessee, Is occasionally referenced in connection with security ^ 

asLtet-y. and, therefore, the following documentation Is being submitted: 



furnished the fol 

School, Monteagle, Tennessee i 



ion regarding the Highlander Folk 



"The Highlander Folk School is an Institution located near 
Monteagle, Tennessee. It Is an Institution with classes on 
e seminar basis and Is supported primarily by donations from 
individuals, from labor unions In the fora of payments for 
students who attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union. 
It offers courses of Instruction In labor organization, social 
economics, parliamentary procedure and the general field of 
labor education. Ifcis school has Jiad Communist I erty members 
on its staff end as Ins true tors, Jand has followed the practice 
of welcoming CP members as students, but to my knowledge, the 
school has never offered courses of Instruction In Communist 
matters nor has the Communist element ever completely con* 
trolled the institution. | & 



Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, a governmental agency, has 
advised that LOUIE FKAHCIE BUDHBTZ, admitted former editor of the "Daily Worker,” 
an Eeeu Coast Communist newspaper and an officiel In the Communist Party, ad* 
>iscd cn H/ 21/52 that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Commuaiet* 




(T-2 is memo prepared by the House of Representatives Select Committee 
to Investigate Foundations 
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Director, IBI . 11/28/53 

Be: H J&HT AM him FOI£ SCHOOL ,- r t 

iB-C ■ ' ■ 

lev York advised Knoxville by letter IO/ 26/53 that this Information 
had been made available to lev York Office by Bureau letter 2/2V/53# entitled 
"Use of Benevolent Trust funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Institutions 
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groups, 16 -C," The Bureau Instructed 
that In reporting the material it be attributed to BUEEHZ and the source of 
memoranda be referred to only by confidential symbol. 
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EBI KNOXVILLE 3-2U-?k 6-1? PM EST 

DIRECTOR, RBI URGENT 

KYLES HORTON, WAS., SM - C ^ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C. CHATTANOOGA 
NEWS-FREE PRESS ARTICLE APPEARING MARCH TWENTY! HR EE FIFTYFOUR RELATES 
THAT HORTON REPORTS HE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS APPEARANCE AS WITNESS 
AT SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AT NEW ORLEANS, • 
INCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATOR JAMES EASTLAND. MEETING 
SCHEDU LED FOR THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER 
folk SCHOOL, MONTEABLE TENN. IT IS REPORTED MEETING ADVERTISED BY 
MAILING APPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CARDS TO PERSONS RESIDING VICINITY 
OF SCHOOL. KX OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM MONTEAGEE, TENN., ON 
THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG., KNOXVILLE, TENN. I WILL 
REPORT ON THE EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER SEVEN THIRTY PM TOMORROW. 



SIGHED KYLES HOBTONUNQUOTE. PURSUANT TO BUTEL BEB. TWENTYSEVEN 
FIFTY ONE, INSTRUCTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDER 
FOLK SCHOOL AND THAT NO DISCUSSION SHOULD BE MADE WITH IKDIKUDUALS 
CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS 
MATTER UACB. 



END 

6-20 PM OK FBI WA fch 
TU 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED X 
DATE^MSLfiY JTMv muj &i) 
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Re SAC Letter $t-2? *nd *jl*t U/2B/5J. 

The thumbnail sketch concerning the Highlander _ i 
Folk School ee set out In reflet presently fulfills ell NC \P. ~ ’ 
requirements ss set forth In SAC Letter .54-22. 
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wmrat m pmu* to f toner krfamX' 
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METEMAED TO BBTEL BATED mug AST XT, 2981, BJt« 

■5- -< emstbocts m tuoinus errnt rutitt foe tacts wiswi#' 

'••'• MOULD BE MADE AT TMt BIQMLAEBEB TOU SCHOOL AMD Faatji. ■»'>* X-T< 
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COMCEBMEG TBIS SCEOOL. - TOE WILL ABIDE BT fMESE IWSTBCCTfOES • rS; 

aro amr mo eobtmeb actiom im-tbzs 

■’ \ . -■* ' * ■ : ~‘f' ■*"'/?$* '~C *■ >V » *v.«V ^t;v^4r.’ :^,jP 

imrofiirr. "wr gfeOT^Mof- ik ukibrsmcej) a jbtel js f 
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kcsft where shows , Joorrtqsssffied W- jH 

QTHHWISK. __ . Dpdasrffi^O*®^v ? 

l«f#o» /fit 61-fgp -•*«: ; 

#0r£ Oir YELLOW OWLYs highlander Yolk School to an tooittutiooV, -J» 
2 oc a to d near MtorSagle, Tennessee. Claoooo art JUlrf tt a seminar 4 3 
baoto and institution to supported primarily by donation* from \ § 

individual*, labor an ion* and oo forth. Aft school has had CtWMP 
Tarty msubsrs on it* staff as instruc torskand to sjgelcmme^^^^^^jL 
Communist Party members as student*. 

^that themonof^U^lwoe^eftered^^ 

* wcwrweeroj: iA«irv9t)M i» communist matters nor has^to Cotouhipjt W' 
^Clement soar completely controlled the f-rrtftirtf rn The ro* ff grt : ^ 

•6 Iftdfcatfo* In Bur# an /tZoo to ootafrlfoft that tftrFfflAJoiidor 

School is Communist dominated. The instructions outlined jo: 

^referenced Buttl of TebirOary $9. 1052 , per instructions of the / L 
a^,_i2iroctor as noted tn a memorandum from Mr. Ladd to the PireetoiM* A 

B^ ud rtb T rv *?’ Y*'Mfrwi* 
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